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Lithuanian Request for NATO Adnjssion 
Confirmed 


AU0401190694 Paris AFP in Englis’:35 5 GMT 
4 Jan 94 


[Text] Brussels, Jan 4 (AFP)—NATO confirmed 
Tuesday [4 January] that it had received a request for 
admission from Lithuania and said the former Soviet 
republic’s bid would be considered “yn due course.” 


Although several countries in the old Eastern bloc are 
publicly pressing to join the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation, Lithuania was only the second to make a 
formal approach. Albania requesied membership last 
year. 


A NATO spokesman said the If member alliance had 
received a letter from Lithuani: “The letter has been 
distributed to member nations at ( will be considered by 
the alliance in due course.” he said. 


The issue of NATO membership for East European 
states has become a delicate one with Russia strongly 
opposed and Western leaders wa, of doing anything to 
upset Moscow's reform programmes. 


NATO sources said Lithuania was likely to be steered 
towards the Partnership for Peace programme of East- 
West military cooperation which the alliance’s summit 
next week 1s expected to adopt. 


The scheme provides for joint p-acekeeping planning. 
training and other activities, as well as consultations in 
times of crisis. But it stops short of full membership or 
Outright security guarantees. 


The summit was expected to give a signal separately of 
NATO's intention to eventually expand, but without 
providing a list of membership candidates or timetable 





INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS I 


IAEA Waiting for DPRK, U.S. Regarding 
Inspections 

AU0501080494 Paris AFP in English 0248 GMT 
5 Jan 94 


[Excerpt] Vienna, Jan 5 (AFP)—The International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) said Tuesday [4 January] 
that up to now it had not been contacted either by North 
Korea [DPRK] or the United States regarding inspec- 
tions of Nort. Korean nuclear facilities. 


A spokesman of the Vienna-based organisation said the 
IAEA was “waiting for one of the two sides to get in 
touch wiih us.” 


Contacts between North Korea and the IAEA have been 
suspended since Pyongyang. which 1s suspected of 
working to develop nuclear weapons, refused to let IAEA 
inspectors into all its nuclear facilities. 


In December, the IAEA rejected a North Korean offer to 
allow partial inspectior of its facilities. 


The IAEA said it had insisted on being allowed to see all 
North Korea’s nuciear facilities and was “ready to 
resume its inspections at any time.” 


Pyongyang said it was willing to let [AEA inspectors view 
five of its seven nuclear facilities. 


But at the two others, a nuclear reactor and a uranium 
reprocessing plant, both at Yongbyon, North Korea said 
IAEA inspectors would only be allowed to put new film 
in the cameras already installed to monitor work at the 
facilities. 


It was a request to visit these two sites, which Pyongyang 
says are military facilities with no nuclear role, which 
sparked North Korea’s decision in February to suspend 
inspections of existing sites and threaten to withdraw 
from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. [passage 
omitted] 
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Belgium 


Ankara, Brussels Disagree on PKK Incidents 


BRO401151494 Brussels LE SOIR in French 
4 Jan V4 pi! 


[Article by Agnes Gorissen and Alain Guillaume: 
“Ankara and Brussels Split Over Interpretation of Inci- 
dents”} 


[Excerpt] The violent clashes that took place this 
weekend between groups of Turks and Kurds in the 
Brussels communes of Saint-Josse and Schaerbeek have 
had rapid repercussions. 


On Monday morning [2 January], the Turkish Govern- 
ment issued a communique stating that the Belgian 
authorities were responsible for the incidents. They were 
responsible firstly for allowing Kurdish intellectuals 
from Bonn—whom the Turkish Government claims are 
supporters of the separatist Workers Party of Kurdistan 
[PKK}—to “demonstrate in an area with a large Turkish 
population.” and then for “laying the way open for the 
spread of such incidents” by the decision not to ban the 
PKK in Belgium, as has been done in France and 
Germany. 


In particular, the Turkish Government was outraged by 
the “inadmissible” statement of Belgian Intersor Min- 
ister Louis Tobback who had “shifted the blame” for 
these incidents onto the Turks. 


The result was a veritable diplomatic merry-go-round. 
with the charge d'affaires at the Belgian Embassy 1n 
Ankara being summoned to the Turkish Foreign Min- 
istry while Belgian Foreign Minister Willy Claes received 
the Turkish ambassador before speaking directly with 
his Turkish counterpart, Mr. Hikmet Cetin 


According to the semr-official Turkish press agency, 
ANATOLIA, Mr. Cetin again stressed the need to extend 
the ban on the PKK to cover Belgiuia. The same source 
clams that Mr. Claes, for his part. stated that the 


demonstrators would be “expelled” from Belgien and 
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that Brussels “in no way accepted the use of violence.” 
adding that his government “would not tolerate ter- 
rorism and terrorists.” 


These reported statements were quickly denied by Willy 
Claes, who made it known that any possible expulsions 
could only be decided on in agreement with the other 
government departments. This statement was in line 
with the moderate tone taken yesterday afiernoon by the 
foreign minister when he received—another sign—a 
delegation from the Union for the Protection of the 
Kurdish Culture [YRWK], which had organized Satur- 
day's meeting. 


According to the Foreign Ministry communique. “the 
delegation informed the minister of the Kurdish people's 
hopes for the recognition of its identity.” In response 
Mr. Claes “expressed his understanding for the Kurdish 
problem but condemned the use of forme as a way of 
fighting political battles.” The minister added that “Bel- 
gium, with its tradition of hospitality for political retu- 
gees,” nevertheless refused “to become the stage for 
violent confrontation between foreign groups.” 


This Belgian-Turkish incident comes precisely at the 
time when Ankara has launched a major campaign to 
neutralize the PKK. This campaign operates at every 
level: Observers say that there 1s pressure on “fnendls 
countries” and NATO allrees—and the Turkish Govern- 
ment will not fail to stress the useful geostrategic posi- 
tion of Turkey and the barrer it provides against the 
Islamic regimes 


There are also diplomatic moves afoot in Syria. Leb 
anon. and Iran to obtain assurances from these countries 
that they will cease backing the PKK. Only Monday. the 
Turkish daily newspaper HURRIYVET reported that the 
Turkish Prime Minister Mrs. Ciller intended using the 
NATO summit to be held in Brussels on 10 January as an 
opportunity to ask President Clinton to put pressure on 
Damascus during his meeting with President al- Asad 


The PKK rebellion has cost Turkey dearly—$ 7.5 billion 
last year—not to mention the cost in lives for the 
Turkiih Army, the PKK fighters, and the civilian popu- 
lation. The ANATOLIA agency claims that 2! people. 
civilians and rebels, have been killed since | January in 
the Anatohan southeast, although these official figures 
should not be considered definitive. [passage omitted] 
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Sudan s Ambassador on Expulsion, Bilateral 
Relations 


LDOS01112294 London 11V Television Network in 
English 1900 GMT 4 Jan 94 


{Interview with Sudanese Ambassador to Britain ‘Ali 
Muhammad “Uthman Yasin by Jon Snow; Snow in 
London, Yasin in New York; from the Channel 4 news- 
cast—live] 


[Text] [Snow] Ambassador, the British foreign secretary 
said that your expulsion represents the end of the epi- 
sode, 1s he right? 


[Yasin] Well, 'm happy about this, when the minister 
says so, because this will stop any further deterioration 
of relations between Sudan and Great Britain and every- 
body knows, you know, the relationship ts an old one and 
is a strong one. We don't want the relationship to be 
affected by diplomats being expelled here and there. It 1s 
a heritage and legacy of long relationship, so I'm really 
happy that the gist of the minister's speech will curb any 
further deterioration of relations between my country 
and the United Kingdom. 


[Snow] On the other hand, you must be unhappy that it 
needs the expulsion of yourself and your British coun- 
terpart in the first place. 


[Yasin] Well I'm really sad for being expelled from the 
United Kingdom because of the retahation to what has 
been done by my government, but it 1s known in inter- 
national practice in a situation like this, but | thought the 
British Government would have thought otherwise by 
substituting Peter Streams with somebody else. 


{Snow} Let's get to the nub of this, because Peter Streams 
1s accused of basically having hammered the human 
rights issue, which very many people feel very strongly 
about. Not just Britain but many other Western nations 
in particular, have voiced their concerns, and surely that, 
at the end of it, has made him an unpopular ambassador 
with you” 


[Yasin] Well, in fact he was stressing human rights 
issues, but he was very much exaggerating on issues 
which were only based on heresay. You know, he doesn't 
have direct evidence to condemn my government. He 
was just a good and observant listener of people from the 
opposition and he was making prejudgments in cases 
which could not be proved. 


[Snow] Well, he was hardly a lone voice. The Amnesty 
International has a list of cases of grave concern in Sudan 
and of course the civil war itself 1s thrown up the most 
awful realities of human rights abuse. 


[Yasin! Well, I must tell you maybe some people are 
exceeding the polls here or there but it was under 
absolute control of my government, and my gevernment 
has opened the doors and all the avenues for any person 
from outside to see for himself, and the archbishop has 
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been given the opportunity to see for himself the toler- 
ance and freedom for everybody to worship whatever 
religion he chooses. The situation in Sudan is, we are not 
hiding anything. 


[Snow] Is there now a sense of regret that the Islamic 
fundamentalism practices that the government indulged 
in up until the last year or two have perhaps gone too far? 


[Yasin] Well, I cant see any sort of fundamentalist 
practices that would be reproached or blamed in Sudan; 
it 1s just an allegation. Sudan ts living in a very civilized 
situation now. We are far better than any other country 
in the continent of Africa or even the Middle East. If you 
can name any country better than the Sudan now, | will 
admit to what you have said. 


[Snow] Ambassador, on that note, thank you very much 


Charge d'Affaires Comments Further 


NCO0401191194 London MBC Television in Aratic 1800 
GMT 4 Jan 94 


[Text] The British Foreign Office has decided to expel 
Sudanese Ambassador ‘Ali “Uthman Yasin following 
talks between Mark Lennox-Boyd, deputy secretary of 
state for foreign affairs, and Sudanese Charge d° Affaires 
‘Abd-al-Rahman Bakhit this morning. The British For- 
eign Office has asked the Sudanese Foreign Ministry to 
answer its request addressed to the Sudanese authorities 
to change its stance and reverse its decision lest week to 
expel the British ambassador in Khartoum 


Our correspondent Hasan Zaytun, who met the 
Sudanese charge d'affaires following the British decision, 
said: 


[Begin recording] [Zaytun] We spoke with the Sudanese 
charge d'affaires about the British Foreygn Office deci- 
sion and he expressed his regret 


[Bakhit] This is a diplomatic principle. The Britesh 
Government has applied the policy of reciprocity and 
responded to our decision to expel British Ambassador 
Streams. 


[Zaviun] Asked if the crisis and Sudanese-British rela- 
tions could worsen to involve other arcas, Bakhit said 


| Bakhit] 1 don’t believe thrs will happen. We have great 
confidence that as long as the channels of dialogue 
remain open between Sudan and Britain, many tissues 
can be solved through dialogue. We do not beleve the 
crises will worsen 


[Zayiun) The Sudanese charge sand the British Govern- 
ments giving the Sudanese ambassador a period im 
which to leave London does not mean the mutual 
expulsion decision may be reconsidered. But he renner 
ated that the two sides have said they hope the crisis wall 
remain a diplomatic one. fend recording] 











4 UNITED KINGDOM 


Adams Sees Possible Progress in Irish Peace 
Talks 


P\10401141094 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 4 Jan 94 p 1 


[Report by Patrick Bishop: “Adams Opens Door for 
Talks” ] 


[Text] Belfast—The Sinn Fein president, Mr Gerry 
Adams, re-opened the possibility of dialogue on peace in 
Ulster last night when he declared that the Downing 
Street Declaration contained a “potentially significant 
development™ on the central issue of irish national 
self-determination. 


In a speech to party activists in west Belfast he said: “If 
the British Government 1s prepared to co-operate with 
the Dublin Government to bring about Irish national 
self-determination in the shortest possible time, consis- 
tent with obtaining maximum consent to the process and 
im consultation with all parties, then there rs a real 
possibility of progress.” 


He said that the declaration contained, “for the first 
time, a recognition by Britain, though heavily qualified, 
that the Irish people as a whole had the right to self- 
determination.” 


He added: “This mght has never been acknowledged 
before by the British and this 1s a potentially significant 
development and an indication of the strength of this 
democratic argument.” However he said that “partition- 
ist solutions cannot create the conditions of peace and 
democracy.” He called on the government to “make the 
exercise of Insh nationa! self-actermination its policy 
objective.” 


While endorsing the night of Unionists to be consulted he 
said “continued support for the Loyalist veto was a 
recipe for on-going conflict.” 


Earher yesterday the British and Insh Governments 
moved to sooth Unionist anger following remarks by the 
Insh premier, Mr Albert Reynolds, which were inter- 
preted mn Ulster as pandering to the IRA 


A statement rssucd by Downing Strect sand there was no 
difference in the respective governments’ positions on 
the interpretation of the Declaration 


The Irish deputy premier Mr Dick Spring, said there had 
been “some overreaction” to Mr Reynolds's statement 
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The controversy was sparked by a statement by Mr 
Reynolds in which he called for the “demilitarisation of 
the Northern conflict” and spoke about the need for both 
governments and communities to “become persuaders 
for a new agreement on the future of the whole island.” 


He also said the declaratioa’s stipulations for sel- 
fdetermination for all Irish people were 1n line with those 
revealed in public statements about the contents of the 
dialogue between the Mr John Hume the SDLP leader, 
and Mr Adams. 


Military Contacts With RSA To Be Reestablished 


1.D0401154494 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1531 GMT 4 Jan 93 


[By Charles Miller, PRESS ASSOCIATION defense cor- 
respondent] 


[Text] Britain ts to re-establish military contacts with 
South Africa this month wath the visit of a Royal Navy 
warship and support vessel. 


The goodwill visit will also help boost Britain's chances 
of selling military hardware as naval equipment ts high 
on the South Africans’ shopping-list. 


HMS Norfolk, the first of the Navy's most up-to-date 
Type 23 frigates, and its support vessel Royal Fleet 
Auxthary Grey Rover will viet Cape Town and Simon- 
stown from January 27 to 31. 


The visit follows an invitation by the chief of the South 
African Navy, Vice-Admiral Robert Simpson-Anderson. 


A United Nations ban on military contacts with South 
Africa was lifted fast October, reflecting the govern- 
ment’s commitment to end white rule. 


And it 1s expected that sanctions preventing the sale of 
military equipment to South Afnca will be lifted fol- 
lowing clections in April 


UK Defence ministers and officials have been holding 
discussions with the South African government and the 
ANC [African National Congress] in preparation for the 
lifting of the embargo 


The British government and defence mndustry can see 
significant opportunities for sales of military equipment 


There 1s keen interest in buying naval equipment 
including offshore patrol craft, maritime patrol aircraft 
and helicopters because of concern about piracy around 
the South African coast 
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CDU Criticizes Kinkel for Zhirinovskiy Statement 


AU0S01104894 Paris AFP in English 1029 GMT 
5 Jan 94 


[Text] BERLIN, Jan 5 (AFP)—Chancelor Helmut Kohl's 
Christian Democratic Union [CDU] criticized Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel Wednesday [5 January] for 
recently expressing readiness to meet with Russian ultra- 
nationalist leader Vladimir Zhirinovskiy. 


“I find Klaus Kinkel’s offer to meet with Zhirinovskiy 
disconcerting,” said Peter Hintze, the secretary general 
of the CDU in an interview published in the daily Berlin 
newspaper B.Z. [BERLINER ZEITUNG]. 


“It would be a grave error to minimize or even worse to 
politically boost (Zhirinovskiy) by organizing public 
discussion with him or by inviting him for a television 
debate. 


“No reasonable political official should allow himself to 
be tempted,” he added. 


Kinkel said Monday that he would be walling to meet 
with Zhirinovskiy, who heads Russia’s far-right Liberal 
Democratic Party and who was refused a visa to Ger- 
many last week. 


“Personally, I'm not scared of talking with him,” Kinkel 
said. “We can't deny the fact that based on the number 
of votes he garnered he does have a following in Russia.” 


Zhirinovskiy, who was expelled from Bulgarta last week 
and is unlikely to be welcomed into France where 
authorities said they would also deny him a visa, threat- 
ened Germany with “a third world war” after his visa 
application was turned down. On Monday he sought to 
correct his statement by telling a German television 
station that he was “a friend of Germany.” 


He 1s expected to submit another visa application fol- 
lowing an invitation to attend a congress of European 
far-right parties in Cologne next month. 


Rexrodt Says Zhirinovskiy No Threat to 
Economic Ties 

LD0401210294 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 2012 
GMI 4 Jan 94 


[Text] Berlin (DDP/AON)—In the view of German 
Economics Minister Guenter Rexrodt (Free Democratic 
Party), the recent threats by the Russian nationalist, 
Zhirinovskiy, do not constitute a threat to economic 
relations between Germany and Russia. In an interview 
with the Berlin-based national newspaper DIE WELT 
(Wednesday [5 January] edition), Rexrodt said Russian- 
German economic relations have “a sound basis” which 
have developed out of “mutual interest.” Their strength 
was also proven in the difficult Cold War period 


Acxrodt stressed that “Yeltsin and the Russian Govern- 
ment continue to consider the further expansion of 
econoraic ties with the West as their top priority.” It 1s 
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clear to Moscow that the industrialized states and the 
international financial institutions play an important 
part in the reform process. 


Industry Representatives Respond 
AU0S01101694 Berlin DIE WELT in German 5 Jan 94 
pi 
[Report by “HH/wtm”™: “Fewer Investments in 
Russia?” 


[Text] Bonn—In view of the latest threats by Russian 
right-wing extremist Vladimir Zhirinovskiy, representa- 
tives of German industry have warned against a 
decreasing w ilingness to invest in Russia. The winner of 
the Russian elections had threatened with World War 
Ill, he talked about stationing 300,000 troops in Ger- 
many and about claims to German compensation pay- 
ments for damage done in World War IL. 


The chairman of the East Committee of the German 
Economy, Otto Wolff von Amerongen, said: “The new 
Zhirinovskiy clement wil! not increase people's willing- 
ness to invest.” The Bonn-based Federation of German 
Chambers of Industry and Commerce said that “the 
climate is deteriorating,” and this affects all sectors of 
industry. 


The Federal Government reacted to Zhirinovskiy’s 
threat quite calmly. Economics Minister Guenter 
Rexrodt told DIE WELT that German-Russian trade 
relations have “a sound base founded on mutual inter- 
ests.” They have “proved solid” also in the difficult 
times of the Cold War. Rexrodt cannot see Zhiri- 
novskiy s positions shaking these foundations: “Yeltsin 
and the Russian Government still consider a further 
expansion of trade relations with the West, and espe- 
cially with Germany, their top priority,” Rexrodt 
pointed out. Moscow 1s well aware that the industrial- 
ized nations and the international financial institutions 
must be of first importance in the reform process, 
Resxvodt said 


“The economy ts not panicking,” Karl-Hermann Fink, 
manager of the East Committee of the German 
Economy, said. He said that all the long-term projects 
are continuing. 


Within the German gas industry, which buys some 30 
percent of its supplics from Russia, there 1s no trace of 
alarm. Neither the market leader Ruhrgas in Essen, nor 
Wintershail Erdgas Handelshaus GmbH, the German 
partner of the Russian Gazprom, are planning any 
emergency measures 


Berlin Seeks Extradition of ‘La Belle’ Attacker 
10 OS01112094 Munich SUEDDLUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
m German S$ Jan 94 p 2 


|Report signed “Hz™: “Alleged ‘La Belle’ Attacker 


Detained”] 
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[Text] Berlin—The protracted criminal proceedings 
against the suspects of the bombing attack on the Berlin 
“La Belle” discotheque could now come to life again. On 
Tuesday [4 January]. Berlin's judicial authorities 
reported that the Federal Government has been trying 
since August 1993 to obtain the extradition of a stateless 
Palestinian arrested in Lebanon, who ts suspected of 
having been involved in organizing the attack. They said 
the name of the man 1s Yusef C. In 1986 he was a 
diplomat at the Libyan mussion in East Berlin, the 
so-called People’s Bureau. In the course of 1992, he was 
detained in Lebanon pending extradition, a fact the 
German authorities did not know unti] November 1992. 


But the German authorities stl do not know whether 
the suspect was arrested following an arrest warrant 
issued by the Berlin court in 1990 for accessory to 
murder. The Foreign Ministry in Bonn, via whom the 
extradition request was addressed to the Lebanese 
authorities, has not yet received an answer to this 
question. There 1s no extradition agreement between 
Germany and Lebanon 


Two American men and one Turkish woman were killed 
and 230 people injured in the bomb attack on the La 
Belle discotheque on 7 April 1986. The discotheque, in 
Berlin's Schoeneberg district, was mainly frequented by 
American soldiers. United States fighter aircraft bombed 
the Libyan capital Tripoli and the port of Bengazi in 
retaliation. 


The extradition request 1s not directly linked with the 
suspension of criminal proceedings at the end of April 
1993 against a Palestinian called Imad Mahmud, sus- 
pected of having been involved in the attack. He was 
accused of having been involved in the planning of the 
attach, at least at the beginning, but not in the organiza- 
tion or even the actual carrying out, as Yusef C. allegedly 
was. The person who planted the bomb has still not been 
found. This part of the proceedings could be resumed 
Shortly, since the main prosecution witness, Muhammad 
\.. who has meanwhile moved to Norway, was heard by 
a court there. He 1s said to have confirmed all the main 
points of the statement he had previcusly made to the 
Berlin Public Prosecutor. 


According to the findings of the Public Prosecutor— 
which are contained in the indictment—in March 1986, 
during the severe political tensions between the United 
States and Libya over the closing of the Gulf of Sirte in 
the Mediterranean, two members of the Libyan Embassy 
in East Berlin and the accused talked about carrying out 
an attack on American soldiers in which as many people 
as possible should be killed, without specifically plan- 
ning the attack 


FDP’s Kinkel Expounds Election Campaign 
Strategy 

1 OSO1094994 brankfurt/Mam FRANKEUKTIER 
RUNDSCILAU in German S Jan 94 pd 


[Report by Char na Remhardt: “The FDP Intends To 
Stress Its Difference From Other Political Parties” ] 
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[Text] Bonn, 4 Jan—in the 1994 election year, the Free 
Democratic Party [FDP] intends to distinguish self 
more extensively from other political parties, including 
its coalition partner, the Christian Democratic Union/ 
Christian Social Union [CDU/CSU]. The FDP will focus 
on performance and plans to further elites to a larger 
extent. 


According to party chairman Klaus Kinkel, the political 
debate will be focused on the preservation of the state 
ruled by law and on combating unemployment. To 
create jobs, a “modernization thrust™ of the economic 
sector 1s required, as described in Federal Economics 
Minister Guenter Rexrodt’s (FDP) paper on Germany's 
economic base. In the discussion of the coalition on 
internal security, “a few things” cannot be had with the 
FDP. Kinkel mentioned as examples the great bugging 
campaign and CDU/CSU floor leader Wolfgang Schae- 
uble’s proposal to use the Bundeswehr in conflicts at 
home. The FDP will, however, complete all projects 
adopted by the coalition “in a fair way and as agreed 
upon.” They include the amendment of the asylum law 
and the nursing insurance. The FDP will not accept a 
change of course in European policy. Those who believe 
the Germans could “leave the European policy course 
are wrong,” said Kinkel. 


The foreign minister announced “massive controver- 
sics’ with the Social Democratic Party of Germany 
[SPD]. He said he would put the blame for increasing 
foreign policy difficulties on the SPD, which rejects an 
amendment to the Basic Law for Bundeswehr combat 
missions outside the NATO area. In environmental 
policy, the FDP will distinguish itself from the Greens, 
whose environmental policy ideas “tail to take market 
economy considerations into account.” 


Generally, Kinkel believes that 1994 will be a difficult 
year for his party. “Much will be at stake” for the FDP. 
He called upon the liberals once again to demonstrate 
calmness and cohesion. Kinkel reyected North Rhine- 
Westphat:an FDP Chairman Juergen Moellemann’s pro- 
posal to reduce the federal cabinet this year. He said such 
a change should not be considered short!) before Bund- 
estag elections. The government must now “do a good 
job.” 


Asylum Seekers Decrease by 100,000 in 1993 


100501092694 Hamburg BILD in German 
SJan 94 pl 


|Report by Einar Koch: “100,000 Asylum Seekers Less”] 
[Text] The new asylum laws are showing an effect! 


The number of asylum seekers last year decreased by 
approximately 100,000—from 438,000 to 322,000, 
which 1s 26.4 percent less than in 1992. This is what 
Federal Interior Minister Manfred Kanther (Christian 
Democrstic Union) says mm his latest asylum report 
(which ts still secret). The upshot: “The declining ten- 
dency has stabilized.” In the last month, in December, 
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there were no more than 14,000 asy!um applications (in 
the same month of the previous year, the figure was 
32,000). 


The main countries of origin in 1993 were what 1s Icft of 
Yugoslavia (73,000), Romania (73,000), Bulgaria 
(23,000), and Turkey (20,000). 


Unemployment Reaches ‘New Record High’ 
LD0401223194 Munich ARD Television Network in 
German 1900 GMT 4 Jan 94 


[Text] Unemployment in Germany has reached a new 
record high. At the end of December, 3.7 million people 
in Germany were registered unemployed. The new data 
was presented today by the Ursula Engclien-Kefer. 
deputy chairwoman of the German Trade Unions Asso- 
ciation [DGB], who 1s also a member of the Federal 
Labor Office's administrative board. According to these 
figures, the number of unemployed rose in the west by 25 
percent to 2.5 milhon over the last year. In the cast. 
1.175 million were registered unemployed. This ts an 
increase of 75,000. The official unemployment figures 
will be published tomorrow 


Economy in Old Laender Seen on ‘Way to 
Recovery" 

100501134294 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German § Jan 94 pl 


[Report signed “HB™: “Economy in Western German, 
on the Way to Recovery” ] 


[Text] Duesseldorf, 4 Jan—Even at the beginning of the 
year, HANDELSBLATT's early indicator continued its 
four-month upward trend. It improved from minus 0.8 
percent in December 1993 to minus 0.5 percent in 
January 1994, and was thus 0.7 percentage points above 
last year’s January value. Despite the recently differing 
developments of the individual values that make up the 
early indicator, it looks as if the turn of the tide has 
meanwhile been completed 
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Although the demand in the manufacturing industry 
October only barely managed to maintain the value of 
the previous month. for the first teme in a longer period 
the corresponding value of the previous scar was not 
only attained but even cxceeded by a narrow margin. It 
1S NOW more than six months ago that the absolute low u 
the developments was recorded in March Since ther 
demand hs gradually picked up, all in all more than 4 
percent 


The dema:.d in the main construction industry has beer 
relatively stcady again. After the slump of the second 
quarter of the year. which was mainly caused by publi 
civsl engincering. order books have meanwhile consol: 
dated again at a higher level. in September another 
increase of almost | percent was achieved over August 
Last year's level was thus exceeded by 2 percent 


The retail trade remains a problem child of TOM 
After sales in real terms managed to ect out of the bow of 
the middie of the year with great difficulty during recent 
months, October was anything but a golden month tor 
retail trade revenucs. On the contrary. the sales adjusted 


lor price changcs and seasonal variatoons were down 3 3 
percent over the previous mont! 


With 0.6 percent, the margin between short- and long 
term interests shightiv improved im November. temp 
ranly prevalent capectations that the meres 
would normalize by the end of 1993 ha how 

proved too optimistic. Nevertheless. one should not by 
dissatisfied with the developments om tl 
kets; long-term interest rates. whech are so emportant for 
long-term financing, fell by another two p ntas 
points in November, while the three-mont! 
decreased even more strongly 


3 per nia forsee? 
+ tare ; 


+ the } _ ; 


Altogether, the economic situation a “ys 

the vear still appears to be 1m a precarious statc. althoug! 
i118 certainly on the way to recovers The man 
aspect 1s that the gencral mood 
the optimists. The Economic Research Insivtute unde. 
for the business climate im the manulacturiny fusts 

managed to recover further mm November. wt! nus 
27.6 points after minus 3} ports om the pe us 
month, it 1s now clearly more | abc that on 

(minus 40.3 percent in Noven 199>) 


Yh ral i 
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Balladur Condemns “‘Doublespeak’ of Bosnia 
Factions 

LDOSO01121794 Paris Fiance 3 Television Network in 
French 2730 GMT 4 Jan 94 


{Interview with Prime Minister Edouard Balladur by 
correspondent Ockrent—iive] 


[Excerpt] {Passage omitted] |Balladur| [Passage indss- 
tinct] UN service to [word indistinct] maintain peace in 
Bosnia. Unfortunately. this 1s no longer what the UN 
mission 1s about. but to keep the civihan populations 
from sul\*ring too much. and to faciitate humanitarian 
aid. What one can sec 1s that there 1s doubl’ sspeak in a 
way. and that the warring factions. whether Serbs 
Croats, or even Muslims, al! three behave the same way 
They talk about peace and agreements when they are in 
Geneva, and when thes are in Bosnia—and | do not 
know whether thes are the same oncs. because | do not 
really know how thes are organized—thes pcopardize the 
transport of hur anitanan and and the safety of UN 
soldiers 


I believe that the time has come to put the following 
question to them: What is happening. and when do vor 
say what you really believe—when sou are in Geneva 
where you discuss with the UN and EU representatives 
or when you are on the ground. where you jeopardize the 
safety of UN solders mcluding the French soldiers who 
are the most numerous and who defend civihans’ 


[Ockrent] Could this question be put formally at the neat 
NATO summit, which 1s due to take place in Brussels 
next Monday and Tuesday [10-11 January]’ 


{Balladur] As far as I know. 11 1s not on the agenda, but 
1 would be surprised if the question was not raised 
[passage omitted] 


Defense Minister Stresses Role in Bosnia 


1. P0401 210394 Paris France-2 lelevision Network in 
French 1900 GMT 4 Jan 94 


[Studio interview with Defense Minister Francors Leo- 
tard by announcer Bruno Masure—tive] 


[Text] [Masure; Yesterday, live from Zagreb on our | 300 
bulletin, Freicch General Jean Cot said his 30.000 blue 
helmets are -<ady for an offensive mtervention if, of 
course, he bas the permission of the UN secretary 
gecneral. Thank you. Francors Leotard, for being with us 
this evening. Is such intervention conceivable and envis- 
aged” 


[Leotard] It 1s conceivable and envisaged. At this very 
moment, we have troops taking action or responding to 
fire in some places when i 1s necessary. One should 
know that this actvon should not be taken without careful 
consideration because air bombing or action to break 
blockades would and can have repercussions on our 
troops on the ground. In other terms, one should be 
careful when one talks about these rssucs. We are in a 
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very difficult situation on the ground and the use of force 
should not be resorted to to worsen the situation of the 
blue helmets who are still not engaged in hostilities and 
who are there enther for humanitarian reasons in Bosnia 
or for peacekeeping in Croatia. One should understand 
that the military situation as such demands a jot of 
sangiron’. abnegation. and dedication which in fact 
honer the blue helmets. be they French or from other 
nationalities 


|Masure] It seems that we are heading toward the with- 
drawal of the Canadian troops, according to what we are 
hearing thes evening. Do vou agree with the statement of 
Jacgucs Baume!, deputy chairman of the Defense Com- 
wission of the Natona’ Assembly, who said that the 

oiemt presence of French blue helmets 1s meaning- 


|Leotard) No. § don't share thes opimion and | wall tell 
vou why. First. we are there because the parties to the 
conflict asked us We are there because the role we are 
playing at thes very moment rs still useful. We are still 
proicciing women | children. We are escorting con- 
voys that 2'Jo« them to hive or survive. Finally, we 
should think carefully about the consequences of a 
withdrawal. ! «i tell vou what the consequences of a 
withdrawal wou: he if we are compelled to go: the 
spread of ihe : | to the whole of the Balkans. the 
hkely capture «© ‘Sa yevo by the Serbs, and thus a 
massive deporupc >». lahon, the capture of Sre- 
brenica and some et: « enclaves, and the resumption of 
hostilities with heas’ *capons on some fronts im 
Croatia. Obviously we are lacing something which is not 
a success. 111s undeniable and st hurts the heart when one 
looks at the goctures. However. as far as | am concerned, 
and | hope everyvbody would do the same. | would not 
Say anything that would discourage our soldiers or 
undermine them action or their morale, and both are 
needed at the moment 


|Masure] You were reminding us a moment ago that we 
are there because we were asked to go by the main parties 
to this conflict. At the ceremony when he presented his 
new year wishes to the press, Alain Juppe said: We have 
been betrayed by everyone, all the factions. None of the 
factions wants peace. and all are prenaring for war 


|Leotard] Unfortunately, what he says 1s true. That's to 
say. vel again we have ‘hose who are holding discussions 
im Geneva—there they are polite, civilized, courteous, 
very understanding. And then 11 1s the same people, or 
their associates, who, on the ground, are stepping up 
attacks against our forces, or stepping up their battles 
with the other sides mn the conflict 


So I have every sympathy with what General Cot said 
He 1s right to say it You have to choose between these 
two roles. Exther you discuss peace with us, or you make 
war on the ground. But as far as we are concerned|—and 
lam saving thes publicly to the French people, because 
they have to know tt—we have not declared war on 
anyone. We are there because we are defending our 
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values, and 1f we did not, it would be a termble abdica- 
tion of responsibility by Europe. We are there because 
we want to avoid a failure for the United Nations, for 
NATO. for Europe. And we are there because otherwise 
we would be abandoning the civilian population. 


Of course. we are not going to stay there to the point of 
absurdity. At the proper moment, probably in spring, we 
will have to discuss with our partners, with the Untied 
Nations, the conditions under which we will stay there. 


[Masure] Next Menday and ‘uesday [10-11 January] 
there 1s a summit of the Atlantic alliance in Brussels. 
Alain Juppe has hinted at a new initiative. What might it 
be? Do you share the pessimism of David Owen, who is 
very familiar with the case, and who 1s talking of a 
possible withdrawal of all the UN peacekeeping forces in 
spring” 


|Leotard] That would be an astounding failure, much 
more sersous than today’s failure. But of course, we have 
to look at all possibilit~« When we hold this NATO 
summit next week, we wil express the hope, we will ask 
the United States, for example. to intervene and help us, 
to ensure that this hotbed of war does not spread over the 
whole of southern Europe and the Balkans. This ts our 
responsibility. As you know, as everyone knows, this ts 
where the First World War started. So we hove to be very 
careful, and France-—this redounds to tts honor—has 
stepped up its diplomatic and military initiatives to 
prevent this conflict from spreading. 


So let us keep our cool. It rs difficult. It 1s a very thankless 
task, but personally, | should like to express my support 
for these soldiers, most of them French, as you know, 
who are trying today, as best they can, exhausted and 
demoralized, to save women and children. We must not 
let them down, these women and children. 


|Masure] Thank you, Francors Leotard, for having dis- 
cussed this delicate matter with us. 


Foreign Minister on U NPROFOR'’s Problems in 
Bosnia 


1D0401181594 Paris France-inter Radio Network in 
French 1700 GMT 4 Jan 94 


[Text] The French foreign minister says he understands 
the anger and revoh of UN Protection Forces 
|UNPROFOR] commanders Cot and Briquemont and 
thinks that the JN role should be redefined. Alain Juppe 
is interviewed by Michel Barthelemy: 


[Begin Juppe recording] Our soldiers on the ground are 
carrying out a difficult task with admirable courage. The 
whole question is to define their mission. | think that the 
leadership of UNPROFOR was right to rarse a certain 
number of questions. ° vc current situation 1s intoler- 


able. Recently, the European Union gathered all the 
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parties concerned around a table in Brussels. We partic- 
ularly asked them one question: Do you agree to observe 
a truce during Christmas? They all said yes, and they all 
went back on their word. 


We cannot work for peace with parties to the conilict 
preparing for war. This is not a reason for one to be 
discouraged. France should continue its action as it has 
been doing for several months now. As you remember, 
the UN secretary general thought an extra 7,500 soldiers 
are necessary in the safety zones. Only France strength- 
ened its force last July, when it seat more than 1,000 
additional troops. Where are the others? Where are the 
missing 6,500? [end recording] 


Bani Sadr Alleges Complicity Between France, 
Iran 

BRO401130894 Paris LE FIGARO in French 

4 Jan 94 p9 


[Veziane de Vezins report: “The Cold Fury of Bani 
Sadr— At Hrs Home in Versailles, the Former President 
Deposed by the Mullahs Does Not Mince His Words” ] 


[Text] While the presumed assassins of the opponent of 
the Tehran regime, K2zem Rajavi, are heading back to 
Tetran, one Iranian, the vestige of an attempt at democ- 
racy, and the most highly profiled target of the mullahs’ 
regime, is boiling with indignation in his freezing house 
in Versailles. The former president of the Iranian 
Republic, Abolhassan Bani Sadr, who came to power in 
1981, only to be deposed by the parliament 18 months 
later, rants and raves in his own particular manner, 
[which 1s] both onental and Parisian. Without dropping 
his shy smile and virtual whisper, he said: “The govern- 
ment 1s respecting neither its laws, nor the European 
extradition treaty. Not so long ago, 11 was committed to 
‘terrorizing the terrorists." Who said this 1s the country of 
human rights?” 


Not just anybody who so desires can gain access to the 
large white building, but the excessive zeal 1s out of 
place. In front of the railings there 1s a police car. lichind 
them, in the garden, there 1s a CRS [state security police] 
bus, converted into a spartan antechamber, for security 
checks. Visitors are always searched, but the few 
policemen and CRS officers guarding the former presi- 
dent confirm that neith<r the numbers of personne! nor 
the security precautions themselves have been stepped 
up. A secretary wearing jeans comes to fetch visitors on 
the steps, ushers them through a small door, and guides 
them along the white corndors into a bare lounge. The 
windows, in front of which two frozen cypress trees sway 
in the wind, give out onto the Jewish cemetery. “During 
the 10 years we have been here,” the secretary assures 
me, “we have grown used to the cold and solitude.” 


Hypothesis 


The master of the house, who was granted political 
asylum in France, presses on angrily. How can the 
French government's refusal to extradite Mohsen Sharif 
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spahani and Ahmad Taheri to Switzerland be 
explained? Bani Sadr evokes the choice between fear of a 
new wave of terrorist activity and deliberate complicity. 
“Fear? I do not think so. Every time a government gives 
in to a terrorist state 11 1s encouraging acts of violence. 
When Naccache was sent back to Iran they assassinated 
Bakhtiar. And look at Algeria. No. There is some form of 
complicity between the Iranian regime and the French 
government.” He then goes on to describe Iran as the 
“only country in the world whose foreign policy can be 
summed up as [being char2cterized by] terrorism, arms 
purchases, indebtedness, and large-scale corruption.” 


Brut what complicity? Continuing his argument cau- 
tiously, Bani Sadr, his gaze fixed on the floor, calls to 
mind Gorbachev, abandoned by Europe, while the Ira- 
nian regime. [which 1s] “greatly weakened and highly 
indebted, and which is only being propped up by foreign 
support,” has received $30 billion in short-term aid over 
the last four vears. “It is facilitating the task of these 
governments in the Muslim world. It stands for Islamic 
fundamentalism and terrorism. {i 1s serving to supplant 
the threat of communism and generate fear.” 


The revolt of Bani Sadr, [who remains] motionless, 1s 
visible only on his face. He interrupts himself while tea is 
served, then puts forward a hypothesis: “If the French 
Government committed the despicable act of sending 
back the two accused, then it did so because something 
happened regarding Algeria. Perhaps France obtained an 
undertaking from the Iranian regime that it would stop 
providing military and financial aid to Algerian terror- 
ists. If terrorism effectively ceases mm Algeria, then 
France will be able to say that it scored a great victory.” 


Was sending back the two accused the gift offered by 
France to appease the Iranian anger provoked by the 
return to France of Mariam Radjav1, wife of the leader of 
the People’s Mujahidin and the “future president” 
enthroned by her followers? For the former Iranian 
president, the fury of the Mullahs’ press, which 
denounced French complicity with the “terrorists” of 
her calibre, was only superficial and “was unleashed just 
after Charles Pasqua [minister of interior] had started to 
chase the Algerians out of France.” More precisely 

“when France consents to send back the assassins of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, then it must consider this group to 
be finished. The arrival of Radjavi's wife aid not incon- 
venience Iran; on the contrary. It indicated the defeat of 
the Mujahidin.” 


Not a man to mince his words. He seems unaware of the 
danger hanging over him. “They say that Rushdie and 
myself are facing the greatest danger. Howevei, others 
have written worse things than he, and his case cropped 
up at the mght time to deflect public opinion from the 
defeat in the Iran-Iraq war.” And what was the greatest 
sin committed by Bani Sadr? “Representing a demo- 
cratic alternative for Iran, a unique case in the Muslim 
countries. | am not afraid. Liberty for Iran calls for a 
struggle.” 
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Socialists Greet Proposal for ‘Social Pact’ 


BR0401103294 Paris LE MONDE in French 
4 Jan 93 p7 


[Unattributed article: “Socialist Party Approves Con- 
cept of “New Social Pact™’] 


[Text] Francois Mitterrand’s end of the year message, 
particularly his proposal to set up “‘a new social pact on 
employment,” were welcomed positively by the Socialist 
Party [PS]. Speaking on Europe | [radio station] on 
Saturday [! January], PS spokesman Jean Glavany said 
that he “appreciated” that Mitterrand had “pointed to 
the key problem in French society—unemployment— 
which undermines and ruins everythirg.” “The fact that 
the president of the Republic said that our society could 
no longer sustain this evil (...) 1s, in my opinion, his 
responsibility as the guarantor of national vanity,” he 
added. 


A long-time advocate of this concept, Jean Popperen was 
happy to see that Mitterrand adopted :t as his own. “The 
development of the situation necessitates this objective,” 
the former Socialist minister explained, “for otherwise, 
we are in for serious social splits (...).” This objective 
must now be implemented: It is the responsibility of the 
whole social movement. Speaking on France-Inter [radio 
station] on Monday, 3 January, Laurent Fabius also 
expressed “the hope that the government and the busi- 
ness world will follow up this concept.” 


Officials from the Right had shown little enthusiasm on 
this as recently as 31 December. Bruno Megret, the 
number two man of the National Front, blamed the chief 
of state for “surfing on the wave of events.” “With Mr. 
Mitterrand, politics no longer means action, rather 
incantation and good intentions” he said, adding that 
“France is now in danger.” Yves Galand, chairman of 
the Radical Party, said that “calling for a new social pact 
\.0uld sound more credible if Francois Mitterrand’s 
socialism had not sharpened inequalities.” He added 
that “the president would be better qualified to moralize 
if his seven years in office had not been marked with 
‘aflairs.”” 


Chirac ‘Must Keep’ Distance From Government 
Policy 

BRO401151994 Paris LE QUOTIDIEN DE PAKIS in 
French 4 Jan 93 p 2 


[Article signed E.Z.: “Chirac Keeps At a Distance From 
Balladur’”’] 


[Text] Of course, the RPR [Rally for the Republic] 
president has not become a dissident. He still “approves 
of and supports” Edouard Balladur and his government, 
which “are doing everything they can to correct the 
situation.” What is more, he “does not regret” leaving 
Matignon [prime minister's office] to Edouard Balladur: 
“I needed some time to assess the situation, to keep 
myself at a distance from the daily events, to think about 
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the major reforms which are needed today, and all that 
was not compatible with the constraints of government,” 
he explained. 


Today, however, after the successful outcome of the 
GATT, after the UDF [Union for French Democracy] 
ministers urged .neir prime minister to run in the 
presidential elections, after the FINANCIAL TIMES 
consecrated Edouard Balladur as its “man of the year.” 
Jacques Chirac must keep a distance—even a minimum 
one—from the government's policy if he wants even a 
small chance to be a credible candidate in the presiden- 
tial elections; he also needs to put something else for- 
ward, “another political line.” which will allow him to 
rally all those who believe that Balladur’s reforms are not 
fast, nor strong enough. 


This ts precisely what Jacques Chirac has been doing. 
“We are going through exceptional times when the 
French people understand that deep changes are neces- 
sary and accept them,” he explains. Thus, “a real revo- 
lution of the mind must be initiated, major reforms must 
be undertaken and developed, and the peoples’ reactions 
must be taken into account.” And for all those naive 
people who believe that thrs is exactly what Edouard 


Balladur has started to do, Jacques Chirac makes himself 


quite clear: All of this will be done during the hectic 
months of the presidential campaign, which will be of a 
“high level and will make ‘t possible to initiate the 
renewal of France.’ Another dispute between Chirac and 
Balladur 1s over the date when real change 1s going to 
take piace. For Balladur, the new era started in March 
1993 and will continue uninterrupted after the 1995 
presidential elections. For Jacques Chirac, nothing will 
really start until then. 


Obsolete Vleasures 


The first thing that applies in this context 1s the employ- 
ment policy. It 1s true that Jacques Chirac, committed by 
his support to the government, admits that the “Giraud 
law 18 a step in the night direction.” He adds, however, 
that “it 1s not enough.” “Ways of thinking must be 
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changed, another policy 1s necessary, more money must 
be spent actively for [social] imtegration,” he recom- 
mends. 


This reminds one of the ideas of Charles Millon | Repub- 
lican Party] and Philippe Seguin [chairman of the 
National Assembly] on the transformation of the ANPE 
[National Employment Agency] and the ASSEDIC 
[expansion unknown] or also of the theores of Alain 
Madelin [minister of economic development] on the 
necessity for everyone to create their yobs. It can be said 
that the experts convened by Jacques Chirac are begin- 
ning to be productive. “At all events.” says Jacques 
Chirac, “the old ways of fighting unemployment from a 
social point of view do not measure up to the current 
problems.” Sull, Mr. Chirac does not accuse Edouard 
Balladur, as others do. of being content with obsolete 
measures. Not vet. The prime minister understands by 
now that the Giraud law would be his weak point as a 
presidential candidate. This 1s probably why a further 
reduction of taxes on the lowest incomes 1s expected in 
the near future 


But the employment problem is not the only source of 
opposition between the two men. Schools could well be 
another one soon, public schools mn particular. Whereas 
Matignon will announce a plan to strengthen security in 
public schools “in the next few days.” Jacques Chirac 
yesterday called for a “large plan to rehabilitate and 
modernize public schools.” 


(2 Media Notes: Balladur Popularity Viewed 
94P20180D 


{[Editonal Report] 


Contradictory Poll Results 


The results of a PARIS MATCH/BVA poll conducted 
from 2 to 6 December 1993 among a nationwide sample 
of 966 individuals appeared in the 24 December Paris 
weekly PARIS MATCH. While Prime Minister Edouard 
Balladur’s popularity remamed high, a majority of 
respondents expressed dissatisfaction with the way the 
country ts governed. Respondents were asked the fol- 
lowing questions (all figures are percentages): 





“For each of the following personalities, can you tell me if you trust him/her or not?” 





| Irust _ | Mistrust Do not know 

. Dec Nov 7 | Dec | . Nov | - Dec | - Nov - 
fdouard Balladur | ‘4 2 ‘4 2 v7 ee 4 a ; aa _' 
Simone Veil | $0) | ; 49 ; 40 . 4) 7 10 _ | _ 
(Charles Pasqua : 48 . T 4) 43 47 9 | 12 
Francors Mitterrand 39 | Te 7 : | 7 55 - | _ 0 ] ee | os 7 — 
lecaucs Delors | | ; 7 we | 37 | 47 40 | 17 ; 
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“For each of the following personalities, can you tell me if you trust him/her or not?’ (Continued) 
_ P  Prwst f  Mistrwst ] Do not know 
es 
Michel Rocard 29 2s A) $9 i] 13 
Famcstctond  ™| #42 | 0) ‘9 | ss | 2 | 48° 
Alinjuppe0=—=—é—“‘iéCS!C*‘éS ne o | ww | 8 
Brice Lalonde | 19 | 1v 6S 63 | 16 T ‘18 a 
AmoineWacccrtCisdLSti(i‘ictCO~*~*«*~ 16 [63 ol 0 | 2 
Laurent Fabius | 7 TT — | . 16 ; 3 | I 7 W an 13 
Jean-Marie Le Pen | 13 | 14 | BK! | 77 | | 6 if 9 
Gases Meshal lo 1 1" | 8 | 9 | 7 1 10 
“What is your opinion of Francois Mitterrand as president of the Republic?” 
| Overall ] Nov 93 | Leftist voters | Rightist voters =| ‘Neither 
C,ood | 44 | 47 | Av | 23 ] a 
Bad 48 | 48 | 18 ] mn | 0 
Do not know | 8 | 8 2? | 3 ~T 10 
“What is your opinion of Edouard Balladur as prime minister?” 
Overall Nov 93 | Leftist voters | Rightist voters =| ‘Neither 
(rood ] S6 | S6 ] wh ] TR ] S6 
Bad | 14 | 2 | $4 - 19 T 3) 
Do not know | 1) | 12 | 10 if ; | 12 
“Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way France is governed?” 
Overall | Nov 93 | Leftist voters | Rightist voters | Neither 
Satisfied | 27 | 2 19 4) | a 
)yssatestied | 65 ] 61 | % T ‘4 ] 6? 
Do not know | x. | . 5 | 4 “| y 








“Taking everything into account, would you give a vote of confidence to the Balladur government if you were a deputy?” 


Overall | Nov 93 | Leftist voters Rightist voters Neither 
; + ‘ + 
Yes } 45 | 45 4 7s i an 
' ' i i i 
No 9 4K 63 18 | 40) 
4 j } | 4 
Do not know | 16 i | | 13 | | w” 





The following question was asked cf 3,869 individuals from 15 to 18 November 1993 and from 2 to 6 December 1993 








“If new legislative elections took place next Sunday, for which candidate would you be most likely to vote?” 


Y 7 





December | November 
Extreme left | 2 ' } 
( ommunist Party (PC) s ? 
Soctalest Party (PS) 21 | 22 
Generation Ecologic | 7 f 
Cireens 5 | 5 
Union for French Democracy (UDF) : 13 | 1S 
Rally for the Republic (RPR) oD 29 
National Front (PN) L i3 13 
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Writing in the 18 December Paris weekly LE POINT. 
Denis Jeambar notes the inherent contradiction between 
the prime minister's popularity and the electorate’s 
dissatisfaction with the way France 1s governed. While 
Balladur works to improve France's economic and social 
conditions, he “paradouxically” profits from the elector- 
ate’s fear that 11 could worsen conditions by contesting 
the government's actions, Jeambar writes. Economic 
recovery might bring down Balladur’s popularity by 
“removing the danger.” he concludes. 


Balladur’ s Presidential Prospects 


After Minister of Health Simone Veil and Minister of 
Defense Francois Leotard—both UDF members— 
strongly approved during television interviews of a Bal- 
ladur candidacy im the next presidential elections, 
Jacques Patoz commented im the 20 December Paris 
daily LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS that the two mints- 
ters’ Slatements are really intended to block other can- 
didacies and are “certainly not a nzive homage to the 
prime minister.” Many UDF officials wish to see Bal- 
ladur as the conservative coaiition’s presidential cand- 
date, Patoz writes, because they want to forestall the 
candidacies of U DF leader Valery Giscard d'Estaing and 
RPR leader Jacques Chirac. The endorsement of Bal- 
ladur by Veil and Leotard was “logical” but “clumsy.” 
Patoz continues. By opening the presidential debate and 
promoting contict based on party and personality differ- 
ences, Veil and Leotard risk weakening the governing 
majority as well as the prime minister, whose strategy 
has been to place himself above partisan quarrels, Patoz 
writes. If Balladur 1s indeed considering a run at the 
presidency, being viewed as the UDF's favorite places 
him in a delicate position in hrs own RPR among those 
who disapprove of his policies or remain Chirac loyal- 
ists. Veil and Leotard’s embrace of Balladur indirectly 
reinforces Chirac’s position, Patoz concludes. 


(2 Media Notes: New Political Division Viewed 
94P20180B 


{Editorial Report] 


As the traditional divide between right and left becomes 
less important, a new rift based on different attitudes 
toward trade and protectionism bas split France into two 
camps, commentator Alain Duhamel contends in the 11 
December LE POINT. One camp has reacted to the 
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economic crisis by demanding protection from foreign 
competition. The other believes in opening up new 
markets for France and in placing the country in a 
“forced march” to modernization This split first 
emerged during the campaign to ra.. s the Maastricht 
Treaty and was deepened during the GATT negotiations, 
Duhamel continues. Politically, the first group 1s made 
up of communists, FN [Front National] sympathizers, 
ecologists, and followers of National Assembly President 
Philippe Seguin. According to Duhamel, members of 
this group feel nostalgic for a France of “disparate but 
always protective traditions” and support protectionist 
devices such as “safeguard clauses, Community prefer- 
ence, and national exceptions.” This group also tends to 
“curse American hegemonism...mistrust German ambi- 
tion...and be susp:cious of the selfishness of the powerful 
and of treason by the elites.” Duhamel writes. The 
second group 1s characterized by Duhamel as “deter- 
mined, dynamic, and resolutely positive.” Its members 
come primarily from the white-collar class, see them- 
selves as reformists. and nurse fewer suspicions about 
the Maastricht Treaty and the GATT. 


{2 Media Note: Arms to Libya, Iraq Pondered 
94P 201800 


{Editorial Report] 


According to Brigitte Rossigneux, writing in the 15 
December Paris satirical weekly LE CANARD 
ENCHAINE, “It is easy to sidestep the arms sales 
embargo against Libya or Iraq.” Rossigneux affirms that 
the Czech Republic 1s willing to play the role of interme- 
diary in such a transaction. She cites as evidence the 
minutes of a 20 October government-industry meeting in 
Paris and a report on the results of a 25-27 October visit 
to East European countries by the Aeronautics and Space 
Industries Group (GIFAS) commission in charge of 
exports. At the 20 October meeting, Rossigneux reports, 
the Ministry of Defense delegation on international 
relations asked French arms manufacturers to submit 
their sales proposals “as massively as possible.” with 
special emphasis on “sensitive countries, notably 
Taiwan and South Africa.” She cites an excerpt from the 
GIFAS commission report explaining the advantages of 
working with the Czechs: “Czech officials offer Western 
companies qualified and inexpensive manpower, a 
capable and underemployed labor instrument, and 
access to export markets such as Algeria, Libya, Iraq, 
Thailand, and New Zealand.” 
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Segni Urges Ciampi To Clarify Position 
BRO401150494 Milan IL GIORNALE in Halian 
3 Jan 94 p 2? 


{Interview with National Rebirth Pact leader Mario 
Segni, by Federico Guigha: place and date not given: 
“Ciampi Must Say Whet!. - He Supports Democratic 
Party of the Left] 


[Text] Rome—On the eve of the presentation of his 
“Pact.” Marnotto Segni issued a challenge to [Prime 
Minister] Ciampi and [Democratic Party of the Left 
(PDS) Secretary] Occhetto: “The prime minister must 
stop acting as the PDS’ candidate to the premiership.” 
Segni said in this interview with IL GIORNALE. 
“Occhetto”? We will never form an alliance with him, 
neither before nor after the coming elections.” 


[Guigha] According to a recent opimon poll, busi- 
nessmen have more confidence in the “Pact™ than in 
Occhetto’s progressive alignment. Do you consider that 
a confirmation or a surprise? 


{Segni] | consider extraordinary that a mere month 
afier its establishment almost one-third of the busi- 
nessmen interviewed name the Pact as their favorite 
electoral grouping. But 1 does not surprise me: The 
much vaunted and presumed support from industrialists 
for the PDS 15 absotute nonsense, fabricated by a few 
journalists and promptly publicized by Occhetto’s party. 
In any case. you do not need opinion polls to see that the 
whole of Italy's industrial sector identifies by a large 
majority with the liberal-democratic alignment. 


{Guigha] But industrialists would prefer Ciampi to Segni 
as prime minister. How do you explain that? 


{Segni] Ciampi deserves confidence, and this 1s obvi- 
ously a possible result when an opinion survey 1s carried 
out in the financial and business environment—that 1s, 
the very environment from which the former governor of 
the Bank of Italy himself came. However, leaving sur- 
veys and forecasts aside, the time has come to make 
things clear. For several weeks Ciampi has been pre- 
sented as the ideal candidate of the PDS and the Dem- 
ocratic Alliance for the premiership. Hitherto the prime 
minister has said nothing about this suggestion, thus 
giving the impression that he might accept it and effec- 
tively playing into Occhetto’s hands. But a prime min- 
ister that 1s the result of a majority different from that 
envisaged by Occhetto and that has a duty to remain 
impartial cannot remain silent. Before the 12 January 
parhamentary debate Ciampi has a duty to clarify 
whether he considers himself the candidate of the front 
headed by the PDS. And whether he considers his own 
political position compatible with that of the left-wing 
alliance. Hrs silence on this pomnt 1s no longer acceptable: 
It would be tantamount to believing that Ciampi has 
become Occhetto’s “shadow candidate.” A repiy from 
the prime munister 1s crucial to the imminent parhamen- 
tary debate and the subsequent election campaign. 
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{Guighia] Actually Ciampi has already said that he does 
not want to stand as a candidate. Why ts 11 so umportant 
that he repeat 11? 


[Segni] Just a moment: Ciampi stressed that he does not 
want to stand as a parliamentary candidate, but he did 
not say that he does not want to be put forward as prime 
minister by one or another of the fronts. | would add that 
this clarification 1s essential for one simple reason: A 
possible “yes” to the PDS would bring about an unac- 
ceptable situation, because a prime minister brought in 
by a particular majority would become the candidate of 
the opposite font. I do not believe that Ciampi accepts 
this possibility. But he must say so. 


[Guigha] One clarification deserves another: Who will 
guarantee that your “Pact” will remain an alternative to 
the PDS not only before the elections, but afterwards 
too” 


{Segni] | guarantee i, and we all guarantee 1 unequivo- 
cally in the very manifesto of the Pact, which was created 
as an alternative to the PDS and not in order to help 
Occhetto or with a view to governing with him. If we are 
victorious, we will govern. Otherwise we will engage im 
opposition and plan for a victory in the next clections. 
The Pact 1s the only national force that represents an 
alternative to the PDS. 


[Guigha] Why ts it that the PDS can ally with Commu- 
nist Renaissance but the “Center” cannot do the same 
with the MSI [Italian Social Movement], which ts in any 
case evolving into the National Alhance” 


*Segni}] Because we are responsible, and the PDS 1s not. 
“he first-past-the-post electoral law 1s not enough to 
make profound political and ideological differences dis- 
appear by magic. It 1s up to Occhetto to explain why his 
alhance with Communist Renaissance 1s supposedly 
modern and progressive and in what way he and [Com- 
munist Renaissance Chairman] Cossutta differ from the 
old PCI [Italian Communist Party]. | urge the frends of 
the Democratic Alliance to remember the imalirenable 
principle—no agreements with Communist Renais- 
sance. Will they at least have the courag: to break away? 
I hope that they wall realize that the only reformist and 
hiberal-democratic reality 1s that of the Pact. 


{Guigha] But even the Pact 1s not immune from contra- 
dictions. You are im favor of national unity, but in Friuh 
you have “opened up” to the League. The League's 
Maron: has said that “an alliance 1s possible” with Segni. 
Is this a turnabout” 


|Segni] No, it 1s no turnabout. Perhaps some representa- 
tives of the Northern League are beginning to realize that 
their most extreme political stances are untenabic. | hope 
that this will be understood first and foremost by the 
voters. 


[Gusgha] [Christian Democratic Party (DC) Secretary] 
Martinazzoh, Segmi, [MSI Secretary] Fins, and [Northern 
League leader] Bossi say: Berluscom can talk about 
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politics, but 1 1s better for him not to engage in politics 
personally. Are you afraid that “Rooting for Italy~ could 
win Over Copious support from your moderate voters? 


[Segni] Frankly. no. | do not fear any problems of 
“competition.” so to speak. I think that he can do a great 
deal for the liberal-democratic front—but only if he 
keeps out of the arena. However, if he decides to become 
personally involved, he will ultsmately increase the frag- 
mentation. 


{Guigha] Now that you are no longer a Christian Dem- 
ocrat, tell me honest:.; Do you have the feeling of 
founding. as Martinazzol: 1s doing. a “People’s Party” at 
the very time when the electoral law ts prompting 
Catholics to divide between the progressive and mod- 
erate fronts” 


[Segni] | have always maintained that the presence of 
organized Catholics 1s essential. This presence will 
largely be oriented, almost automatically. toward the 
liberal-democratic areca. The Peop'e’s Party makes full 
sense within the broader allian, he Pact. 


[Guigha] Can President Scalfaro stay on after the clec- 
tions or would it be better to replace the last figurehead 
of the First Republic? 


[Segni] According to the Constitution, the chief of state 
remains in office for seven years. | am im favor of full 
observance of our Constitution. 


[Gurgha] You have criticized Cramps latest economic 
package. Do you really think that the cconomuic policy 
pursued by the prime minister could some day comcide 
with that advocated by Occhetto” 


{[Segni} As governor of the Bank of Italy. Cramps did a 
great service to the natronal economy—apart. perhaps. 
from his desperate defense of the exchange rate in 
autumn 1992. which cost us a huge amount of currency. 
His international prestige has facilitated the recovery of 
Italy's credibility. But there are several points to be made 
about cconomic policy. First, we must not forget that the 
government that had the courage to reverse the trend 
toward the explosion of the public deficit was Amato's. 
which made sharp cuts. thus risking unpopularity 

Ciamp: could, and should, have continued alorg this 
path, reducing public spending. Has he done so” Frankly, 
not enough. The Finance Bill was presented to us in this 
light. But here we have another package worth 7 trilhon 
lire and the announcement of another financial package 
aficr the elections, despite the reduction of interest rates. 
Clearly the promised reduction of expenditure has not 
happened, as confirmed by the interventions to salvage 
RAI [ltahan State Broadcasting Corporation] and the 
administrative bodies of the government holding agen- 
cies. It rs difficult to know to what extent this was the 
result of obyective difficulties or of a decrsvon im favor of 
a soft Finance Bill that could win Occhetto’s approval. 
The Pact’s philosophy 1s the opposite of this: The con- 
stramt on reducing public spending ts that taxes must not 
mecrease by a single lira 


ITALY & VATICAN CITY 15 


Berlusconi Interviewer on Economic Objectives 
BRO401152694 Milan /DIPENDENTE in Hltalian 
4 Jan 94 p 3 


[Interview with Fininvest President Silvio Berlusconi by 
Mario Sechi: place and date not given: “Berlusconi: 
There Is a Limit to Taxes™] 


[Text] He has not tasted the bitter cup yet but he already 
wants to change the Constitution to put the brakes on a 
tax mechanism that has gone crazy and 1s chopping up 
the savings of Italians. Silvio Berlusconi proposes a 
maximum tax levy (35 percent) and hus allies are 
| National Rebirth Pact leader] Mariotto Segni (who has 
criticized Ciampi’s mancuver), [Radical leader] Pan- 
nella. and the Northern League. And those who thought 
that Berlusconi: was ready to incite a tax revolt, perhaps 
being struck by [League ideologue] Miglio’s ideas, have 
been disappointed. The Knight [Berlusconi nickname] 
has made [Democratic Party of the Left (PDS) Secretary] 
Occhetto’s and [PDS Deputy Secretary] D°Alema’s 
moustaches stand on end with these words: “More than 
47 percent of what we produce ends up in the State's 
coffers. This means that cach Itahan works from | 
January to 28 July for the government and works for his 
family only from 29 July on.” The PDS response was 
immediate. 


[Sechi] Occhetto has called your proposals demagoguery 
and has added: “Berlusconi should tell me how many old 
people he wants to turn out into the street, how many 
schools and hospitals he wants to close.” What 1s your 
reply? 


[Berlusconi] What old people on the street. How dare 
Occhetto talk of old people. He 1s the one who has 
contributed to destroying the real value of wages and 
pensions by forcing old people to live in poverty. by 
being the accomplice of a system that should have been 
opposed and not supported by an opposition party. My 
proposal focuses on increasing wealth and employment 
in Italy. 1 has been primarily the demagogic choices 
made by the PCI [Itahan Communist Party] and the PDS 
that have damaged the national economy. 


[Sechi] The tax cesling 1s just the forctaste of a broader 
program for economic recovery. Can you provide an 
outline, give an anticipation of some pots to our 
readers” 


[Berlusconi] The program we are working on 1s at an 
advanced stage and will be made public in duc course 
The only anticipation | feel lke giving rs that i is a 
change in course compared to what has happened over 
the past 10-15 years. Our objective 1s to restore to 
Itahans the liberties that politics has confiscated from 
them. It 1s a matter of frecing ourselves from the burcau- 
cratization of society and the politicization of life 
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{Sechi] You are saying “Stop the blank checks to govern- 
ments that devour money.” How can the Italians say 
stop. The League tried with their tax strike but with little 
SUCCESS. 


[Berlusconi] What I maintain ts that when effective 
constitutional rules are lacking, the people in govern- 
ment are exposed to the almost irresrsiible temptation to 
acquire consensus and popularity by abusing public 
expenditure. Fortunately tax revolts are rather rare 
events and can lead to undesirable consequences. If we 
want to avoid these we must set our hands to reforming 
the state to move from a system based on trust in those 
governing to one that ts based on the predictability of 
well-defined regulations. 


{Sechi] You have been defined as being a fan of the 
capitalistic Far West but propose a tax code, barriers, 
rules. Does this not seem to be contradictory” 


[Berlusconi] The capitalistic Far West 1s a folkloristic 
expression used by those who have still not understood 
that the market ts a rule. | prefer a market economy and 
therefore it 1s perfectly in harmony with my partiality for 
constitutional rules. The supporters of the market 
economy are also the advocates of the state—free traders 
m economics, liberals in politics. When the Left sees a 
contradiction between the market and rules it shows that 
it as insufficiently aware of the principles of a free 
economy. 


[Sechi] Who may your travel companions against super- 
taxes be? 


| Berluscons] | strongly doubt that today there 1s anybody 
who 1s convinced that taxes should be increased. There ts 
no self-employed person, shopowner, or businessman 
who rs not aware of the fact that in Haly there has been 
an intolerable abuse of tax pressure. The success of the 
League 1s one of the many confirmations of this fact 
Only the Left has not realized this yet, even if they are 
careful not to openly suggest tax increases. 


|Sechi] Migho says that your program has been copied 
word for word from that of the League. 


[Berlusconi] Migho knows very well that ihe imtroduc- 
tron of a tax cetling 1s not something new but has been 
supported for many years and in the most varied coun- 
ines. However, the problem its not to determine the 
paternity of the sdea but rather to make it accepted and 
translated into state legislation. 


[Sechi] The PDS states that you could not care less about 
the deficit and that you want to maintain consumption 
high to keep your group's revenues up. 


| Berlusconi] Like before, the postcommunists are mas- 
ters in the art of musinforming. As for the deficit, which 
18 threatening the financial solvency of our country and 
to whose increase the postcommunists have largcly con- 
tributed by proposing ever increasing expenditures, the 
past vear shows that tax experiments do not solve the 
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problem. Taxes have increased enormously but the def- 
ici, far from decreasing, has also increased. In order to 
balance the government budget one must do precisely 
what the Left does not want to do: cui public expendi- 
ture. As for consumption, I am not the one who ts saying 
that private consumption has decreased. 11 1s the official 
figures. Finally, the fact that those asking that available 
imecome be restored to families and workers are doing so 
in their own interests, and this shows how little “those of 
the Left” are worrned about the well-being of the Italians. 


[Sechi] Is the Left eating balance sheets or has 1 really 
converted itself to capitalism? 


{Berluscon:] Everything 1s possible. But 1s seems highly 
unlikely that those who have preached statism and 
disdained the market economy and capitalism suddenly 
become supporters of economic liberty. If we ask our- 
selves why the enemies of the market economy suddenly 
proclaim themselves liberals and free traders. the answer 
1s Obvious: Statism has produced mourning and ruins 
wherever 1 was attempted and ut has thrown such 
discredit upon riself that 1 1s in nobody's interests to 
proclaim oneself a statist. 


[Sechi] Professor Martino has proposed a pay packet 
without any deductions and the abolition of withholding 
taxes to unhinge an old and oppressive taxation system. 
Do you agree” 


[Berlusconi] The abolition of withholding taxes would 
make workers know exactly how much taxes they must 
pay. Once again, this must be a rule: Taxes must be clear 
and visible. Whether this will then contribute to 
changing the tax system depends on the taxpayers’ 
reaction in determining the amount of taxes that each 
has to bear and primarily to what extent those im 
government will take this reaction into account. 


[Sechi] How can expenses be reduced? Everyone has 
tried but without success. 


[Berluscon:] There are expenses that can be reduced 
immediately and expenses that require radical reforms 
to be reduced, but one thing 1s certain: In order to reduce 
public expenditure 1 1s first of all necessary to want to do 
this (even though this 1s not sufficient). Nobody can deny 
that this 1s a difficult task but 11 1s not an impossible one 
if there 1s a desire to see 1 accomplished. It is the task of 
politics to accomplish things that are desirable. 


|Sech:] Do you think that the problem of tax evaders can 
be resolved? They say that you are their new Robin 
Hood 


[Berlusconi] Tax evasion must be fought without hesita- 
tron mn order to have justice. However, if we really want 
to reduce evasion and not limit ourselves to talking 
about it then we must act on the causes: When income 
taxes are too high, this discourages the production of 
mcome and encourages aliempts to avoid paying them in 
various ways. For this reason, | think that we will have to 
follow the example of many countries, such as Sweden 
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and the United States, which have reduced tax rates 
precisely to reduce evasion. Less exasperated progressive 
taxes provide incentives for production and increase 
State revenues, as the expenence of other countries has 
confirmed. Second, if i is true that we have a great 
number of useless taxes that do nothing » /»ttle for state 
revenues, we should do away with them. im domg so we 
will simplify the taxpayer's life and the work of the tax 
authorities who could dedicate themselves to seeing that 
the taxes that really contribute to increasing revenues are 
paid. In any case, though we cannot give up the battle 
against evasion, this 1s certainly not the road to bal- 
ancing the government budgct. 


[Sechi] If you were Cramp: what would you have done in 
Crotone [scene of industnal unrest]? 


[Berluscon:] What distinguishes the statist from the 
politician 1s that the first 1s willing to run the nsk of 
becoming unpopular in pursuing the inter-st of all, while 
the second does not hesitate in placing his political 
career before the interest of the public. This does not 
mean that there are no exceptional circumstances that 
call for specific, pragmatic solutions. | only want to say 
that these exceptions must be rare and not part of normal 
behavior. 


[Sechi} wet us talk about savings. How can you convince 
the army of BOT [government bonds] people that you 
are not against them” And above all, how can you 
convince them to have faith mm jornt-stock companies, in 
the Stock Exchange” 


[Berluscon:] I really do not see why the people who hold 
government bonds should be afraid of those who have 
always defended savings and the mght of ownership. 
Those that should be afraid are those that have tried to 
criminalize these people for years by accusing them of 
being parasites, the owners of financial income, and 
responsible for the balance of payments problem. Italian 
savers will turn to shares tf the recovery of the Stock 
Exchange can convince them of the advantages of 
mvesting mn shares 


[Sechi] Prof. Raffacilo Lup: who 1s Minister Gallo’s 
consultant has sand: Berluscon: seems to be like Zhir- 
novskiy: He promises less taxes and more vodka. Rather 
than E:maudi, according to the Left, you are « demagogue 
whose only expertise 1s debts. What 1s your reply? 


[Berluscom| | would like to remind you that Zhiri- 
novskiy 1s a postcommunrst nationalist Russian who 
calls himself a lyberal democrat. If there 1s somebody thax 
resembles these people it 1s not me, it 1s those that have 
acclaimed the Sovict Union for vears and that now 
proclaim themselves democrats just like the tenants of 
Botteghe Oscure [PDS party headquarters]. As for the 
content of this strange affirmation, | think that 1 con- 
firms the mmportance that the postcommunists give to 
the well-being and liberty of the taxpayers. 


[Sechi] When will you taste the bitter cup of politics” 
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[Berlusconi] We will see. Perhaps soon, perhaps never. 


Mariani Succeeds Venturoni as Navy Chief of 
Staff 

BRO401 134694 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 2 Jan 
94 p7 


[Report by Guido Azzolini: “New Navy Chief, Mariani 
Brought In™] 


[Text] Rome—Afiter almost two years. Vice Admiral 
Guido Venturon: has transferred his post as Navy chicf 
of staff to Vice Admiral Angelo Mariani. in order to 
become Armed Forces chief of staff. “Thas transfer.” he 
said at Friday's (31 December] ceremony. “eliwits mixed 
feelings,” because it 1s not casy to leave the levy of your 
past 40 years. 


Taking his leave of the Navy, Venturon: took stock of hrs 
two years al the top, citing the many tasks—from 
Somalia to Albania and the surveillance m the Adnatic 
still under way—that have provided useful confirmation 
of the service's promptiness and efficrency but that have 
also highlighted the need to enhance its amphibian 
capability. Despite the increased activity and the fevuc- 
tion of resources, Venturon: said, the level of efficrer 
has been very high, and, confident of being able to 
maintain it, the Navy has adhered to a number of 
international cooperation programs sach as that for the 
Italo-Franco-British frigate 


“But in the longer term.” he stressed, “nt well be essential 
to bring resources into line with requirements if we want 
to avond not only fasling to meet objectives of efficiency 
but ewen irreversibly pcopardizing our operational mech- 
anism. 


Admiral Marian: highlighted the importance of the valu- 
able legacy of history, attrtwde. and traditioms which 
Navy personnel both guard and share. “Within sweety,” 
he said. “there +s a strong demand for principles ‘ol- 
lowing the iaslure of the ethics of success. There are 
expectations of honesty, of a spirit of service, of dedica- 
tron to the common good.” 


But Mariani added that another obligation 1s that to do 
your job properly—which will not be casy mm view of the 
limited revources available. It ell therefore be neccessary 
to take all possible measures tc make the Navy more 
“economical,” developing the shulis of 1s personnel, who 
remain the cornerstone of the system, om order to have 
sailors “whe are not only capable of standing interna- 
tional comparison but who can constitute a professsonal 
reference point for other navies.” 


The tasks facing the Navy, and that it 1s already carrveng 
out, Movnam continued. are to stabilize the Mediterrancan 
and to work for peace in the international field. Hitherto the 
Navy has been able to perform them well because ut had 
good ships—“the result of far-sighted decisions made 20 
years carer. Now many of therm are on the decline.” So our 
ships are becoming fewer and older. while financial 
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resources irc madequatc. thus preventing | eco ssary Navy Law of 1974. “lt wall not be casy to achieve a similar 
invesitmeni;. Therefore. “i we want t Nav to De abic to yective at a time of cconomuec crisis.” he said. lt wall 
conmtinuc to periorm ts Lasks cil 1! wc Musil promptis therefore be necessary to create broad consensus around the 
draw up a long-tcrm plan based ' me Avpotheses of Navy. to make ut understood that 1 “1s part of everyone's 
avatiamiisy of financial resources. as happened with ihe heritage. and that we are merely its custodians.” 
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Barroso Wants Stronger Ties With U.S., 
Mozambique 


1.D0401140494 Lishon Radio Renascenca in Portuguese 
to Europe 1130 GMT 4 Jan 93 


[Text] Angola was one of the topics broached by Foreign 
Minister Durao Barroso during an apprarsal of Portu- 
guese foreign policy in 1993 and its outlook for 1994. 
The foreign minister expressed an intention to 
strengthen cooperation with Mozambique and to review 
Portugal's relations with the United States. Sofia Vicira 
reports 


[Vieira] According to the minister, the main foreign 
policy objectives for 1994 are to strengthen diplomatic 
relations with the United States of America and to 
strengthen cooperation wit Mozambique. During his 
appraisal of Portugal's role in the international scene in 
1993. Durao Barroso hinted that Lisbon had enjoyed 
diplomatic success. The foreign minister recalled Portu- 
gal’s work in the European Union, with strong positions 
in the Uruguay Round, namely regarding the textile 
sector and in the debate concerning the reform of the 
Twelve's instnutions and in securing further structural 
funds for Portugal until 1999 


Durao Barroso also spoke of East Timor and Angola 
Last vear every effort was made to conduct successfully 
the difficult negotiations underway. For this year the 
minister promised that Portugal will be even more 
committed to these rssucs, always based op the main 
guidelines governing Portuguese foreign policy 


[Begin Barroso recording] A deepening of our expertise 
in certain specific areas, of which the Portuguesc- 
speaking countries are a good cxample. strengthening 
this position before our Community partners and others: 
the importance of the transatlantic relationship. bearing 
in mind the opportunities for cooperation opened to us 
in the contest of the post-cold-war cra: a greater and 
better use of the mechanisms to which we can resort on 
a multilateral basis, in areas such as promoting respect 
for human nghts: the promotion abroad of Portuguese 
culture and language. and through that the country’s 
image which we proyect bevond our borders. [end 
recording] 


| Vicira] In today’s address, Durao Barroso also informed 
the heads of missions and top-ranking Foreign Ministry 
officials of the choice of Ambassador Antoni Monteiro 
for the post of foreign policy director general. This 1s one 
of the posts which emerges as a result of the restructuring 
of the Foreign Ministry. The name of Antonio Monteiro, 
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Portugal's former representative in the Angolan peace 
process, still has to be approved by the president of the 
republic. 


Foreign Minister Interviewed on Policy Aims 


LD0401143894 Lishon RTP Internacional Teievision in 
Portuguese 1200 GMT 4 Jan 94 


[Text] The toughest battle for Portuguese diplomacy for 
1994 will be the defense of Portugal's specific interests in 
the context of the European Union, the Portuguese 
foreign minister told RTP this morning. Durao Barroso 
1s chairing a seminar for ambassadors, heads of missions 
and top-ranking Foreign Minisiry officials in Lisbon. It 
Started this morning and will continue tomorrow. The 
aim of the seminar ts to define the main objectives of 
Portuguese foreign policy. Human rights and East Timor 
are the main concerns. Candido de Azevedo reports: 


[Azevedo] The Portuguese foreign policy team has been 
meeting since this morning at Necessidades Palace [For- 
cign Ministry building) with Foreign Minister Durao 
Barroso. For two days, ambassadors, heads of missions 
and top-ranking officials will be appraising 1993 and 
looking at the best way to achieve Portugal's main 
diplomatic objectives in 1994. 


{Begin recording] | Barroso] There are many important 
sectors, but our main battlefront, if you like, 1s Europe 
and the European Union: To deepen the process of 
European union while always affirming Portugal's per- 
manent and specific interests in Europe. 


[Azevedo] Minister, | noticed that you paid particular 
attention to the question of Timor in your speech. At the 
moment 1s there a possibility of positive developments 
coming from Indonesia” 


{Barroso} As I said, it 1s too carly to draw that conclu- 
sion. There was recently a positive gesture, namely the 
release of seven Time ese students, but the basic ques- 
tron 1s far, very fac indeed, from being resolved. Only 
with perseverance ana much patience will we be able to 
envisage some progress in the future regarding this 
matter 


|Azve-edo] Minister, yust one more question: The ques- 
tion of Africa, namely Angola and Mozambique. At this 
stage of the peace process, do you believe 1994 could see 
the end of the war in these countries? 


| Barroso] | do not want to make a prognosis, but I want 
to cxapress a wish, and the wish 1s precisely that 1994 will 
be the year in which Angola and Mozambique finally 
find the peace their peoples so deserve. [end recording] 
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Government Comments on France's Expulsion of 
Iranians 


BRO0301 143394 Paris LE MONDE in French 2-3 Jan 94 
pd 


{Report by Jean-Claude Buhrer: “Bern Regrets That 
Paris Failed To Reciprocate”—all names as published] 


[Text] While taking care to once again state that they 
have “excellent relations.” the Swiss authorities scarcely 
appreciated the New Year's “nongift™ from the French 
Government. In any case. Bern reacted strongly to the 
expulsion by France to Tehran of two Iranians wanted by 
the Swiss justice authorities for the murder in April 
1990—in Coppet. close to Geneva—of Kazem Rajavi. 
brother of the people's Mujahidin leader 


Following an oral demarche. the Swiss Government 
repeated its protest in writing on Friday, 31 December. 
In a memo sent to the Quai d'Orsay [French Foreign 
Ministry]. he regrets the fact that France respected 
neither the European Convention on Extradition of 13 
December 1957. nor the convention of 27 January 1977 
on the repression of terrorism. Bern felt that this was “a 
flagrant violation of international law.” 


“The French attitude surprised us even more since, until 
that time. our two countries had always cooperated 
perfectly in the area of extradition,” said the spokesman 
for the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs. Juerg 
Schneeberger. Thus. Switzerland agreed to hand over to 
France two Iramians accused of participating im the 
murder on 6 August 1991. near Pars. of the Shah's 
former prime minister, Shahpur Bakhtiar. Arrested a 
short time later in Geneva, the first suspect, Al: Vaksh 
Rad, was extradited on 27 August 199). while the second 
suspect. Zeval Sarhadi, who was apprehended four 
months later in Bern. was extradited in turn on 26 May 
1992. These extraditions caused a diplomatic crisis with 
Iran, which lead Berr to temporarily close 1ts Embassy in 
Teheran. 


“The Incident Is Closed” 


Bern was expecting a reciprocal gesture in order to get 
back two of the presumed killers of Kazem Rajavi. The 
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arrest of Mohzen Sharif Esfahani and Ahmed Taheri on 

7 November 1992 in Paris was the fruit of a long and 
patient inquiry undertaken by the Vaud judge. Roland 
Chatelain, who also handled the Bakhtiar case. Despite 
the objection by the Iranian authorities in response to 
the repeated demarches, the judge never relaxed his grip 
“What I am interested in,” he explained. “1s arresting all 
the killers, because I cannot allow Switzerland to be used 
with impunity for settling political matters in this way.” 


Since the beginning of the inquiry, judge Chatelain has 
pointed out that “one or more Iranian departments are 
directly involved in the murder of Kazem Rajavi.” His 
investigation also allowed him to notice that im cases 
where Iranian opposition members are murdered, there 
are “common parameters” and “meticulous prepara- 
tion.” 


The day after the arrest in Paris of the two Iranians 
suspected of killing Kazem Rayavi. the Sv iss authorities 
used two arrest warrants issued ty the ) aud judge as a 
basis for submitting a formal request for extradition to 
France. Last 10 February, the Pars Count of Appeal. 
approved the request. On 18 November, Switzerland 
was officially informed that the French government had 
approved the extradition. 


On 3 December, during a visit to Switzerland by Fran- 
cors Mitterrand, the matter was not even raised since i 
was manifestly clear to the Swiss Government that the 
extradition of the two Iranians was imminent. So. while 
everything had been set in place to receive the two 
suspects, sources in Bern said, on Wednesday [29 
December] the Embassy in Paris was informed that they 
would not be handed over to Switzerland—before 
learning the next day that they had already returned to 
Iran 


Caught unaware, Switzerland could only express its 
disappointment. “This incident does not mean that the 
excellent relations with France will be called ito ques- 
tion,” Mr. Schneeberger said nevertheless. “Due to the 
lack of an authonty of recourse from the diplomatic 
point of view, this affair 1s considered closed.” Perhaps 
this conclusion suits everyone 
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Finland 


* Humanitarian Aid Package for Bosnia Approved 
94P20188A Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 23 Dec 93 p 9 


[Finnish News Service report: “Forty Millon Markkas 
in Humanitarian Aid From Finland to Bosnia™] 


{Texi] Finland has granted 40 million markkas in 
humanitarian assistance to Bosnia-Her7cgovina. The aid 
will be handled through the Foreign Ministry's Develop- 
ment Aid Section. 


“Planning for distribution of the aid will start in Jan- 
vary. The aid will partly consist of goods, partly per- 
sonnel, and partly as direct support,” said Humanitarian 
Aid Section Chief Ritva Jolkkonen. 


Needs for the aid will be discussed with international 
relief agencies. This year aid has gone through the 
UNHCR (United Nations Office of the High Commuis- 
sioner for Refugees). the International Red Cross, and 
the World Health Organization (WHO). 


Fartty Goods, Partly Money 


Part of the aid will go as goods, part as moncy. since at its 
destination money ts needed for purchasing fuel, etc. 
The aid sent through WHO will be in the form of medical 
equipment and such items as artificial limbs. Finnish 
experts can also be sent to Bosnia-Herzegovina with the 
aid money. “The intention ts to act now in anticipation 
of winter needs,” Jolkkonen stated. 


Norway 


* South Notes Increase in Snow Acidity Levels 


94UNO1067 Oslo AF TENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
4 Dec 93 p 3 


{Article by Oivind Loraas: “Snow in South Norway Is 
Extremely Polluted] 


[Text] Grey-black snow has fallen over the southeastern 
part of Norway over the last few days. Pollution from 
England and East Europe has made the snow extremely 
acidic. 


Tonsberg— The snow that fell over the southeastern part 
of the country carlier this weck was extremely polluted. 


At the regional college at Bo in Telemark the pH value of 


the precipitation measured 3.4. The pH valuc shows how 
much acid there is + the water. The lower the number, 
the more acidic the water. 


“We took a sample of the precipitation on Thursday [2 
December], after personally observing how dirty-grcy the 
snow was,” says teacher Synne Kiciven in the Depart- 
ment of Environment Protection at the regional college. 
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“The tests we made show that the pH valuc of the 
precipitation was 3.4. The normal pH value of precipr- 
tation over Telemark 1s 4.4. Thes means that the snow 
that fell this week 1s 10 times as polluted as normal. Ina 
fishing lake anything alive will doc jong before the water 
becomes as acidic as the snow was hrs week” 


Kleiven says the water has beer, filtered and ercat 
quantities of soot particies hve been found “The filter 
we used became compictels crey as we filtered the 
water,” she says. There 1s a layer im the snow almost 2 
centimeters thick that 1s almost complete!) ercs We 
think this 1s the snow that fell the night belore 
Wednesday. 


“So far the pollution remains mm the snow. The problem 
arises when the snow melts in spring If thes happens 
rapidly water and rivers will get an acedic pollution 
shock that might result in the death of fish and great 
damage to the environment.” says Alerven 


The National Pollution Inspectorate (NPI) has also 
received reports about the extremely acidic precipita- 
von. 


“We received the statistics from some ¥) measurements 
carned out by the Norwegian Institute of Atmospheric 
Research (NIAR) yesterday. The numbers show a con- 
centration of acid that 1s up to five tomes the normal 
amount in the precipitation that fell thes week.” Chief 
Engineer Tor Johannessen of NPI says 


“The measurements show a pH \aluc ranging from 3.4 to 
3.9 in the snow that fell last week. Thes 1s far below the 
normal valuc. The tests also show large concentrations of 
soot particles,” says Johannessen 


Johannessen says that the acide preceprtatvon has fallen 
all over the southeastern part of the country. from the 
Agder counties to as far north as Osen om Hedmark 


“Penods with an extreme amount of acidic precipitation 
are something that we experience from time to time.” he 
says. This ts no acute crises, but it moght result in a large 
amount of local pollution when the snow melts. lt might 
be especially bad if large amoun's of acid collects i the 
snow during the winter 


The fact that there 1s so much soot om the snow mdicates 
that the pollution 1s coming from East Europe where 
cleaning of emissions 1s quite poor According to the 
Meteorological Institute the precypriatvon of the last few 
days has come from both the southeast and the south- 
west. This means that large amounts of pollutants have 
come down over Norway from both East Europe and 
England during the last days 


[Box, p ¥ 


This Is Acidic Precipitation 


© Acidic precipitation 1s polluted snow of rann It rs first 
and foremost sulphur that pollutes. but there can also 
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be large amounts of soot particles in the acidic pre- 
cipitation. 

¢ The pollution is coming from heat-generating stations 
and industnes that use oil or coal as a source of 
energy. Sulphur is released into the air and then 
comes back down as sulfuric acid along with the 
precipitation. 

¢ England, Germany, Russia, and the other countries in 
East Europe are the greatest users of coal and oil. 

¢ The Agder counties and Telemark in particular have 
been hit by acidic precipitation, but such pollution 
has been registered as far north as Sogn and Fjordane. 


Sweden 
Foreign Minister Urges ‘Firm’ Approach With 
Russia 


P\10401172694 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 29 Dec 94 p 3 


[Article by Foreygn Minister Ma ‘garetha af Ugglas under 
the “Focus” rubric: “Russia Needs More Support And 
Cooperation” | 


[Text] The successes for the extreme nationalist forces in 
the Russian elections have given rise to great and justi- 
fied concern in the rest of the world, even if the distri- 
bution of seats has gradually shifted in a more positive 
direction for the reformist parties. 


At the same time it ts also too early to draw any firm 
conclusions from what has happened. We would be wise 
to wait and see what future developments bring, and 
above all give consideration to how we can best maintain 
and strengthen our support for democratic develop- 
ments. 


The conclusion which in my view should be drawn from 
the election result 1s that Russia needs more, not less 
contacts and cooperation with the West. 


The transformation of Russia 1s a protracted process. We 
surely have every reason to expect several years of 
uncertainty. The election result COULD be a step in the 
direction of a destructive pols y for Russia itself and 
also, in a worst-case scenario, ‘or the rest of the world. 
But it can also be interpreted 4s one of a series of sudden 
lurches, inevitable in the phase of transformation in 
which Russia finds itself. 


Russia's development toward democracy is uncertayn 
and can hardly be expected to be a linear process. In the 
future too the situation is bound to be unstable and 
contain contradictory tendencies. 


The Russian scene is neither black nor white, but 
increasingly gray. The distance between what 1s econom- 
ically necessary and what is politically possible will 
remain great—-something that prepares the ground for 
tensions. Developments would not have been smoother 
even if the reform-oriented parties had had a better 
election. 
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However, we should remember that there is a possibility 
for President Yeltsin to continue the policies of reform 
by buslding coalitions in parliament on important issues. 
It ss the duty of the democratic parties in the Duma to 
make special efforts so that this first free parliament 
since 1917 can be made to play a constructive role. The 
rest of the world also has a responsibility to develop 
contacts with the new parliament to the greatest possible 
extent. 


Among the glimmers of light—for these do nevertheless 
exisi—s the fact that Russia has by and large succeeded 
in holding completely democratic elections. Despite the 
election result, for the time being at least there are no 


persuasive signs that support for fascism 1s widespread, 
enther in public opinion or in the E.assian establishment. 


It should also be noted that the reformist parties have 
achieved good result in many places, not least in Moscow 
and St. Petersburg. 


It 1s also important to note that economic factors and 
lamatations will be of will be of great significance for the 
direction Russian politics will take mm the coming years. 
Here evory government faces the same limitations, even 
in the event of a line of developments in which anti- 
democratic forces have a decisive influence on politics. 


Thus the next Russian government—yjust like the gov- 
ernment which began the work of reform in 1992—will 
have limited room for maneuver. The reason is the same 
now as it was then: The Russian economy ts seriously out 
of balance and at the same time undergoing a far- 
reaching transformation. The rate of inflation is still high 
but under control, after previously being close to the 
level of hyperinflation. A relapse is by no means out of 
the question. 


Thus even in the short term there ts not much room for 
mancuver. This is a result of the way in which the 
economy, the state edifice, and the relationship between 
the center and the periphery are linked in today's Russia. 
There 1s no casy way out in the shape of a return to the 
old system of the command economy. 


For political and social reasons compromises vis-a-vis 
what 1s economically necessary have been inevitable and 
will remain so, but this balancing act 1s a precanous one. 


A significant budgct deficit and high inflation are prob- 
ably unavoidable in any event. However, there is a limit 
beyond which the continued subsidization of old- 
fashioned industry and other major items of expenditure 
run the risk of leading developments along a Ukrainian 


path. 


Both in Russian and in the rest of the world there exists 
the idea that it 1s the economic reforms which are 
responsible for the difficultees which have hit Russia. 
But this is to ignore the fact that these difficulties date 
chicfly from 70 years of ruthless exploitation and 
deformed modernity, and the absence im the historic 
legacy of a thoroughgoing tradition of development 
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Added to this are the collapse of Comecon and the 
Union with the accompanying disruption to trade and 
the division of labor and, not least, the financing of 
major deficits and credits through the printing of moncy 
The reforms are an attempt to find a way out of the sum 
of these diffic tes. 


Many observers inside and outside Russia seem to think 
that the central bank's printing of moncy has been part of 
the so-called shock therapy, when macroeconomic stabi- 
lization should in fact be one of its cornerstones. The 
problem with the reforms so far 1s not that they have 
been too far-reaching, but that 1 has been impossible to 
pursue them consistently enough. 


The concern that has followed in the wake of the election 
result +s justified. We in Sweden must follow develop- 
ments with a watchful eye. The alarmed reaction in 
Sweden and internationally must not, however, be 
allowed to obscure the fact that the main thrust of 
Swedish policy is the same as before the elections— 
namely, to support as far as 1s possible the democratic 
and reform-oriented forces in our neighbor to the east. 
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The work to incorporate Russia into the broader Euro- 
pean community, with all that this means in the way of 
reciprocal efforts and undertakings, must continue. On 
this point our policy will bear the mark of contiuity. In 
particular our contacts with those parts of Russia in our 
immediate environs must be deepened and develorcd 
further. 


The conclusion we should draw from the election result 
1s, as I have already said, that Russ.a needs more, not less 
support and cooperation. It 1s now more important than 
ever before not to create an impression of wanting to 
exclude Russia from the rest of Europe. 


Al the same time we must remain firm on the demand 
that Russia must respect agreements entered into and 
commitments made, just as it must respect the generally 
accepted principles which are the foundation of ties 
between states. The surrounding werid should coz*inue 
to be firm but constructive in its dealings with the new 
Russia. 
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Spokesman Calls Turkish Reports on Shooting 
Unfounded 


NC0401123894 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1130 GMT 
4 Jan 94 


[Text] Government spokesman loannis Kasoulidhis 
rejected as entirely unfounded Turkish allegations that 
shots were fired on the confrontation line. Mr. Kasouli- 
dhis said that these allegations, which have not been 
confirmed by the UNFICYP [UN Forces in Cyprus], are 
aimed at creating tension and are not irrelevant with 
statements by Turkish officials against Greece on alleg- 
edly intransigent positions. 


Atun Reacts to Kliridhis Proposals, Border 
Incidents 


1.40401145194 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1130 
GMT 4 Jan 94 


[Text] Prime Minister Hakki Atun has declared that if 
Glavkos Kliridhis, Greek Cypriot Administration 
leader, sincerely wants to solve the Cyprus problem, then 
he should immediately put an end to armam<nt activi- 
ties. border provocations, the hostile policy pursued in 
the international arena, and the embargoes. Kliridhis 
must also accept the proposal repeatedly put forward by 
the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus [TRNC] for 
signing a nonaggressivn treaty, Atun added. 


Atun issued a written statement regarding the demilita- 
rization proposal—which Kliridhis will reportedly 
submit to the NATO summit mecting—as well as the 
recent shooting incidents against Turkish Cypriot posi- 
tions. Atun remarked that this attitude is aimed at 
turning the Cyprus problem, which ts an intercommunal 
issue, into an international one. He described Klinidhis’ 
proposal as a stale tactic designed to eliminate the 
guarantee and alliance agreemerts, apply international 
pressure on motherland Turkey, and undermine the 
intercommunal negotiating process. 


Atun stressed that the fact that the Cyprus tssue 1s not an 
international problem and that it 1s an intercommunal 
problem between the two communitic, on the island and 
not one between Turkey and Cyprus as claimed by the 
Greek Cypriot side, has been acknowledged by the 
United Nations and confirmed in the summit agree- 
ments. The prime minister underlined that Turkey 1s not 
an occupation force as charged by Klindhis, but a 
guarantor state, that instituted peace by preventing the 
attempts to achieve enosis on the part of the Greek- 
Greek Cypriot pair, which destroyed the legitimate 
order, occupied the Cyprus Republic through the use of 
force, and massacred the Turkish Cypriot people. 


Atun stated that if Kliridhis rs sincere in his quest fora 
solution, then he must accept these facts and stop his 
efforts to stage cheap shows, to further complicate the 
issue by dragging it into the international arena, and to 
hinder the basis for negotiations. 
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Strongly protesting the shooting incidents against 
Turkish Cypriot fighters yesterday, Atun announced that 
the TRNC Government will adopt the necessary mea- 
sures against these senseless provocations aimed at dis- 
rupting the peace, which has prevailed on the sland for 
20 years, within the framework of its right to legitimate 
defei.se. 


Mikhailidhis: Proposals Not To Replace 
Confidence Moves 

NC0301123094 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1130 GMT 
3 Jan 94 


[Text] Foreign Minister Alekos Mikhailidhis said Presi- 
dent Glavkos Klinidhis’ proposals for disarmament, dis- 
solution of the military forces, and withdrawal of the 
occupation troops have received favorable comment. No 
one has suggested they should not be promoted. 


Asked about his statement [broadcast] by CyBC [the 
Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation], Mikhailidhis said 
the proposals do not aim to substitute the confidence- 
building measures or represent a way out of the measures 
the philosophy of which the government has accepted. 
He said the proposals for disarmament will not be 
submitted at the negotiating table but will be promoted 
in international organizations, since the military situa- 
tion 1s the main reason for the Cyprus tssue remaining 
unresolved. 


Mikhailidhis noted that in May, the Greek Presidency 
[of the EC] 1s expected to submit the proposal for setting 
a date to begin negotiations for Cyprus’ accession tc the 
European Union. He said the proposal does not clash 
with the reexamination of Cyprus’ accession to the 
Community in January 1995, since, according to the 
interpretation by the Cypriot Government, reexamina- 
tion will concern the result of the accession talks, not the 
opening of the talks. 


Spokesman Cited on Response to Demilitarization 
Issue 


NC0401200494 Nicosia O FILELEVTHEROS in Greek 
4 Jan 94 pp 1.9 


[Report by Stavros Angelidhis} 


[Excerpt] There has been no response whatsoever to the 
comprehensive proposal for the complete demilitariza- 
tion of Cyprus that President Glavkos Kliridhis sub- 
mitted to the UN secretary general and the five perma- 
nent members of the UN Security Council. Responding 
to a question from correspondents yesterday, the govern- 
ment spokesman said the ambassadors who received the 
president's document on 20 December as well as the UN 
officials who received nt three days earlier had com- 
mented favorably but so far there has been neither a 
written reply nor any public statement by the recipients 
that would even imply support for the Kliridhis pro- 


posal 
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The only official position adopted in the meantime was 
the Russian Foreign Ministry statement that called upon 
the parties to cooperate for the implementation of the 
confidence-building measures. Political circles inter- 
preted this statement as advice for the Cyprus Govern- 
ment to put aside the idea of demilitarization and focus 
its attention on the realization of the confidence- 
building measures. The same sources also pointed out 
that this is the approach being proposed by all the 
Security Council members. 


The issue was raised yesterday to government 
spokesman loannis Kasoulidhis, who confirmed that the 
president would be sending messages to the leaders of the 
NATO member countries concerning his suggestion for 
the demilitarization of Cyprus. The messages will be sent 
on the occasion of the alliance’s summit which will be 
held on 10 January in Brussels and the Cyprus issue will 
be discussed on the summit’s sidelines. It has already 
been announced that President Bill Clinton and UK 
Prime Minister John Major will raise the Cyprus tssue at 
their private meetings with Turkish Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller. 


It should be noted that three leacing NATO countries— 
the United States, Britain, and France—are also perma- 
nent Security Council members and received the Kliri- 
dhis suggestion 15 days ago. However, no letter will be 
sent to Mrs. Ciller because, as Mr. Kasoulidhis 
explained, Cyprus does not maintain diplomatic rela- 
tions with Turkey. 


The spokesman was also asked whether the government 
has considered, provided it accepts them, the ways 
suggested by the two groups of experts for the implemen- 
tation of the confidence-building measures or whether 1 
is prepared to discuss them. 
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His response was: “We cannot regard the documents 
submitted by the experts as being official or binding on 
us because the experts’ report does not deal only with the 
technoeconomic questions, which fall under their juris- 
diction, but also tackles political arrangements con- 
cerning the implementation of the confidence- building 
measures and will be the subject of negotiations if the 
Turkish side also accepts in principle the three docu- 
ments. Official documents are the three documents that 
have been proposed by the UN Secretary General.” 
[passage omitted] 


U.S., Russian Ambassadors Comment on 
Developments 


NC0401132594 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1130 GMT 
4 Jan 94 


[Text] U.S. Ambassador Richard Boucher said that the 
United States will intensify its efforts to help achieve a 
Cyprus solution this year. Mr. Boucher made this state- 
ment upon his arrival, with other members of the diplo- 
matic corps, at the Presidential Palace where they were 
received by President Glavkos Kliridhis on the occasion 
of the New Year. Mr. Boucher also said that State 
Department's Coordinator Robert Lamb will visit 
Cyprus, but the time has not been set. 


When asked by correspondents if he had any statement 
to make, British High Commissioner David Dain con- 
fined himself to expressing good wishes for the New 
Year. 


Russian Ambassador to Cyprus Boris Zenkov expressed 
the wish that 1994 will be the last vear of Cyprus’ 
division. Asked whether Russia intends to appoint an 
observer to the Cyprus issue, he said that his country will 
wait until the talks begin and then consider how tt can 
offer more help. 
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Pangalos: Bosnia ‘Top Priority’ of EU Presidency 


NC0401140994 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1230 GMT 4 Jan 94 


[Text] Theodhoros Pangalos, alternate foreign minister 
in charge of European affairs, told the French paper 
QUEST-FRANCE that the settlement of the Bosnian 
crisis is a top priority for Greece in its capacity as 
president of the European Union [EU]. Mr. Pangalos 
said that we must resolve this problem before the spring 
or else the belligerent sides will embark on new war 
operations. He also noted: The military commanders are 
now prevented by the unfavorable weather conditions, 
we must exploit this fact and put an end to the war. 


In his interview, the Greek minister points out that we 
are dedicated to the idea of inter-Balkan cooperation in 
the resolving of clashes. Mr. Pangalos added: Howe ver, 
the presidency would not do what Greece would tike to 
do. He stressed: The presidency ts not the departure 
point for Greek foreign policy, we will not make this 
mistake. 


Mr. Pangalos also made it clear that the Greek Govern- 
ment will not use the presidency to upset the recognition 
of the republic of Skopje by most of the European 
countries. He said: This is not a EU problem. Mr. 
Pangalos pointed out that the hasty recognition of the 
former Yugoslav republics brought on the bloodshed in 
the Balkans. He stressed: If we had not recognized 
Bosnia, the massacre, or at least part of it, would have 
been avoided. 


In conclusion, Theodhoros Pangalos stressed that we 
must avoid confrontations could develo into armed 
clashes. 


EU's Delors. Commissioners Arrive for Talks 


N©C0401194294 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1800 GMT 4 Jan 94 


[Report by correspondent Mina Asimakopoulou from 
Ellinikon Airport] 


[Excerpt] Jacques Delores, European Union [EU] Com- 
mission president, and EU commussioners arrived at 
Ellinikon Airport a short time ago and, without making 
any statements, Ieft immediately for the Grande 
Bretagne Hotel. Prime Minister Andicas Papandreou 
will host a dinner in Delors’ honor. Alternate Foreign 
Minister Theodhoros Pangalos welcomed the EU) com- 
missioners. 


Delors and Papandseou will meet tomorrow to discuss 
the general guidelines for implementing the white paper 
on development, employment, competition, and foreign 
policy issues. [passage omitted] 
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Papandreou, Delors Comment 


NC0401215894 Athens ET-1 Television Network in 
Greek 1928 GMT 4 Jan 94 


{Statements by Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou and 
European Commission President Jacques Delors at a 
dinner in the Grande Bretagne Hotel in Athens—live: 
Papandreou speaks in Greek followed by French trans- 
lation; Delors speaks in French followed by Greek trans- 
lation] 


[Text] [Papandreou] Ladies and Gentlemen Commis- 
sioners, we are very pleased to welcome you to Greece 
and with your presence 1 sugurate the third Greek 
Presidency. | believe this retiects the very frunful coop- 
eration of past Greek Presidencies with the European 
Commission. Together we have solved many problems. I 
will not list them now but I wall remind you of the joint 
funds, the term cohesion and its meaning, and the 
Mediterranean programs. These are not the only issues. 
We have worked closely with common goals and we have 
succeeded. We hope this Presidency wiil develop in the 
same way. Cooperating closely with you, we will proceed 
to lay another foundation stone in building the European 
Umion [EU]. 


We are assuming the Presidency at a very difficult time 
for the world, Europe in particular. There is mayor 
recession and we cannot see its end on the horizon, at 
least not on the near horizon. A large part of the 
workforce 1s unemployed. There ts recession and unem- 
ployment. We are called upon to deal with these prob- 
lems at a period when economy has become a universal 
problem, when economic borders among states are col- 
lapsing fast and technology ts racing forward. 


This 1s why the latest EU summit in Brussels, which 
approved Jacques Delors’ white paper, is a great histor- 
ical step. For the first time, employment—apart from the 
prominent monetary and symbolic goals—becomes a 
primary issue for a united Europe, focusing on reducing 
unemployment and increasing competitiveness. Delors’ 
contribution 1s great, leading us to believe that the 1996 
intergovernment conference will openly and clearly 
include employment and development in the Maastricht 
Treaty. 


Indisputably. the two goals—competitiveness and 
employment—are often contradictory. The measures 
that are often adopted to increase competitiveness can 
harm employment. | belreve our own eflort should focus 
on improving competitiveness without reducing or 
losing the achievements of the working class in Europe 
When there 1s a contradiction, we must consider that the 
workforce alone cannot pay for competitiveness 


I close my short welcoming statement by saying it 1s a 
special honor for us to host European Commission 
President Delors, whose contribution to a united 
Europe's course remains decisive. It ts with great plea- 
sure that | raise my glass to you and your associates and 
wish you every success. 
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[Delors] Prime Minister, Dignitanes, Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen, first, allow me to thank you for your most 
friendly and warm welcome to me and my European 
Commission colleagues. | would like to make a friendly 
statement to the Greek people, who are full EU mem- 
bers, never mind what you may read here and there. The 
European structure surely represents a very ambitious 
plan. The European people show many differences and 
have special characteristics. Europe is rich in differences 
and characteristics. Prime Minister, we will cooperate 
with the Greek Presidency and the Greek Government— 
as we did in the past—to serve the goals you have set out. 


The European structure has reached its 37th year. Its a 
unique attempt to unite sovereign peoples who have 
chosen this road without any of the members being 
sovereign or in charge and 1s happening at a time that ts 
free of the Cold War's limitations or fears. Prime Min- 
ister, as you have stressed, Europe 1s going through the 
worst recession since World War IL. Along with the other 
gorls of the Maastricht Treaty. Europe wants to give the 
Euro,an people the nght and the dignity of work, the 
right to employment. The European Commission sub- 
mitted and presented the white paper, no member ts 
forced to follow it closely. But the principle of assistance 
will be mmplemented everywhere. Every member state 
will implement its own rules keeping in mind the prin- 
ciple of assistance. Every member state will be based on 
the strong points and try to overcome any weaknesses 
So, Prime Minister, | would like to thank you and assure 
you that we will cooperate as effectively as possible 


The world has changed. The world has moved faster than 
us. But, thanks to recent efforts, we are now in the 
pleasant position of watching the devcloping countries 
on the road to prosperity. We see the South approaching 
the North’s level of prosperity and living conditions. But 
we must not let this go unexploited. We must continue 
our efforts, because everyone must deal with the fear and 
danger of decay. We must now deal with problems 
caused by refusal to talk and by intolerance. As vou have 
very correctly stressed, Prime Minister, this economic 
effort should lead us to new efforts. We must show even 
more courage and anticipation. This spirit must prevail 
in all our efforts. Greece's geopolitical position 1s partic- 
ularly useful mn this. Because of you, Prime Minister. we 
can become more familiar with today’s Europe. | rarse 
my glass and thank you and Mrs. Papandreou and wish 
the Greek Presidency every success 


(2 Media Notes: Relations With Skopje Discussed 
Y4POOTGN 
[Editorial Report] Developments in the Balkans have 


been the subject of reporting and commentary in the 
Gireck press 


Lt .S. Role in Balkans Favored 


In the 12 December Athens weekly TO) VIMA TIS 
KIRIAKIS, Nikos Marakis reports on the views of the 
Greek Government and the opposition regarding the 
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role the United States and the European Union (EU) 
should play in the Balkans. In a departure from past 
policy, Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou now 
believes that Greek interests in the Balkans and else- 
where are served “almost eaclusively” by a complete 
harmonization of Greck and U.S. foreign policy. This 
view, Marakis says, 1s shared by Munister of Foreign 
Affairs Karolos Papoulias and Minister of Defense 
Yerasimos Arsenis 


Marakis also writes about the discussion of the rssue 
within the opposition New Democracy (ND). Party 
luminary Andreas Andnanopoulos believes that Wash- 
ington, to establish “control” over the southern Balkans, 
will promote the establishment of a new Yugoslav fed- 
eration under Serbian hegemony including the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM). According 
to Marakis, Andnanopoulos worrnes that aligning Greek 
policy too closely with that of the United States might 
involve the country in a potentially “explosive” contest 
for influence in the Balkans. pitting France and Ger- 
many against the United States. Another ND luminary, 
Yeoryios Souflias, argues that Greece should follow tts 
natural pro-European onentation and simultancously 
maintain good relations with the United States, Marakis 
writes 


\ contrasting svew 1s held by ND official and former 
Minister of Defense loannis Varvitsiotrs who, according 
to Marakis, beleves that the US. reaction to former 
Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis’ Balkans 
policy was so negative that Washington succeeded mn, 
engineering the fall of the Mitsotakis government. Var- 
vitsiotrs represents an “anti-Atlantic” faction m the ND 
which includes almost all Eurodeputies and deputies 
from areas favored by EU grants. Marakis writes 


FYROM Recognition by European Countries Viewed 


The decision by six European countnes to establish 
diplomatic relations with the FY ROM stems from their 
disdain for Greek demands. Thodhoros Rousopoulos 
writes in the 19 December Athens KIRIAKATIKI 
FLEVIHEROTIPIA. Even Sweden and Finland, whose 
application for European Union membership wall be 
reviewed during the Greek EU presidency. were part of 
this initiative. While a Greek veto on membership 1s 
untikely, Rousopoulos cites Mintstry of Foreign Affairs 
sources as Saying that Greece may use delaying tactics to 
postpone entry of these countnes in the EU. According 
Ww Rousopoulos however, Greece lacks leverage in the 
Et’. and other member countnes are likely to grant 
diplomatic recognition to the FYROM 


‘Nlacedonian Struggle’ Lost 


Rikhardhos Somertis writes mn the S$ December TO 
VIMA TIS KIRIAKIS that Greece has now lost the 

Macedonian struggle” Even should the FYROM disin- 
tegrate from internal pressures, as some Grecks hope, the 
result would be a resort to cxatremist organizations even 
more dangerous to Greece and to peace mn the Balkans, 





28 GREECE 


Someritis believes. Probable integration of FYROM 
territory by Bulgaria, Serbia, or Albania would add to 
regional instability. The Greek Government should 
focus on the huge costs of prolonged “Skopje-mania,~ 
Someritis warns, noting the courageous policy of recon- 
ciliation adopted by South Africa, Israel and the PLO, 
and others. Dialogue and honest compromise can never 
be considered “treason,” Someritis concludes. 


Greek Economic Relations With FYROM 


Stavros Tzimas reports on economic relations between 
Greece and the FYROM in the 16 December Athens 
daily TA NEA. A large quantity of goods such as alu- 
minum sheeting. mineral ore. phosphates, lumber. 
wheat. and oi! transit the Greek port of Salonica on the 
way to Skopye. and about 100 Greek companies have 
been established m the FYROM. Many have ceased 
operations duc to the political crisis, but some Greek 
firms continue them activities, Tz:mas reports. About a 
dozen yontly-owned or Greek-owned firms are located 
m the Monastir area and a Greck entrepreneur 1s the 
majority shareholder of a private bank «.at recently 
opened in that city. A large Greek clothing company and 
an export-import firm are presently active in Skopye. 
while a food-packaging company 1s said to be ready to 
Start operations again as soon as the crisis ends. 


Poll on FYROM 


\ bref article in the 19 December TO VIMA TIS 
KIRIAKIS reports the results of an opinion poll on the 
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“Skopje problem™ conducted by the MRB organization 
in Athens and Salonica between 2 and 12 December with 
1,000 respondents. Opinions were about evenly 
divided between those (40.1 percent) who said that the 
situation has taken a “negative turn” for Greece since 
the October elections won by PASOK, and those (42.8 
percent) who said that 11 has remained “unchanged.” 


Eleven Hurt in Blast at NATO Offices, Naval 
Base 


NC0401164494 Paris AFP in Enelish 1613 GMI 
4 Jan 94 


[Text] Athens, Jan 4(AFP)—Eleven people were myured 
in an explosion followed by a fire at the Ayia Paraskevi 
naval base near here Tuesday [4 January]. police 
announced 


The defense ministry said the blast and fire which was 
rapidly brought under control was caused by a short- 
circuit in a high-tension cable 


Investigators earlier suspected a malfunction in an 
underground egencrator 


All those injured had breathing problems and were taken 
to a navy hospital for treatment but only one navy 
employee was still in hospital late Tuesday, sand Admiral 
Khristos Limeris, chief of staff of the Greek armed 
forces 


The Ayia Paraskevi base is the general NATO headquar- 
ters for the eastern Mediterranean 
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Cetin Warns Against PKK Incidents in Europe 
140401181094 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 4 Jan 94 


{Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin has said that the 
incidents in Belgium show us the proportions that such 
incidents might attain in the event the separatist terror 
organization is not banned in the other European coun- 
tines as well. 


Cetin was replying to an off agenda speech delivered by 
Baki Durmaz, True Path Party deputy from Afyon, at 
the Turkish Grand National Assembly that met under 
Yasin Hatipoglu today. He said: 


[Begin Cetin recording] While our workers employed in 
Europe are deprived of the right of free movement, 
certain countries grant the nght of free circulation to 
terror organizations. This stand, of course, has begun to 
disrupt the public order in the countnes concerned. 
Some 200 militants arriving from Germany caused the 
recent incidents in Brussels. Following these incidents, 
the Foreign Ministry has taken all the necessary steps. be 
they at headquarters or in Brussels, and has shown the 
necessary reaction and interest. In a bid to contain the 
incidents, all the personnel at our embassy and our 
consulate general as well as all the religious personnel 
and teachers in the region have tried to soften and case 
the situation. Certain Belgian press organs or officials are 
trying to give the impression that the incidents occurred 
between cthnic groups. The issue 1s not a Turkish- 
Kurdish clash. The issue 1s not a clash among our 
citizens. It 1s an incident that occurred between a terror 
organization and our citizens. [end recording} 


Referring to the phone conversation he held with the 
Belgian foreign minister yesterday, Cetin recalled that he 
told the minister that if measures are not taken the 
incidents might spread to other European cities as well. 
He added that the rssue will be brought up again at the 
NATO member countries meeting to be held on Sunday 
[9 January] 


PKK Members Reportedly Train at Camps in 
Armenia 

NC 0401 200694 Istanbul CUMHURIVET in Turkish 
27 Dec 93 pp 1. 15 


[Report by Gorsel Polat “PKK Will Attack With 
ASALA in the Spring”] 


[Text] Ankara—It has been reported that the Kurdish 
Workers Party [PKK] members. who train in several 
camps in Armenia, and ASALA [Armenian Secret Army 
for the Liberation of Armenia] militants will carry out 
jornt operations against Turkey through Armenia’s 
border in the spring 


The General Directorate of Police has compiled a file on 
“PKK activities in Armenia.” A document in the file 
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notes that the PKK established its camps around villages 
close to Turkey's border, villages that are mostly inhab- 
ited by Kurdish citizens and Armenians who are hostile 
to the Turkish people. 


The file indicates that the PKK members are training 
with the ASALA militants in al-Biga’ valley in Lebanon 
and the Zeli camp in northern Iraq. Regarding PKK’s 
links with the Armenians, it said: 


1. The terrorist ASALA militants have trained the PKK 
members in the PKK camps in Jordan [as published] and 
Syria, recruited new members for that organization, and 
supplied arms and other required material to them. 
ASALA continues to support the PKK. 


2. PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan 1s supported by Armenia 
and ASALA. He personally supervises PKK’s links with 
Armenia. Ocalan has established training camps near 
Armenian villages close to Turkey's border. His mili- 
tants train in those camps at the present time. The 
Armenian Government is aware of PKK activities and 
supports them. PKK traiming camps are located around 
villages close to Turkey's border, which are mostly 
inhabited by Kurdish citizens and Armenians who are 
hostile to the Turkish people. 


3. It ws beheved that the PKK members and ASALA 
militants, who train in those camps, will attack Turkeys 
through Armenia's border in the near future (beginning 
in spring 1994). 


The file noted that the Armenian Government 1s aware 
of the support given to the PKK im Armenia. The 
following Armenian villages are listed as having helped 
the PKK: Mirek, Ria Taza, Elegis., Shengavit, Derek. 
Afsin, Suphan, Chumyshvan, and Senger in Aragats 
district, Baradzh, Hakko, Gelto, Sorik, Kabaktapa. Tel- 
lnk, and Sechanly in Amn Taze. Talin district, Fersk on 
Baysy7 Echmiadzin district, and Samiran im Ashtarak 
district 


Ankara Reportedly Ready To Receive Iraqi 
Delegation 


VC 0401221194 Istanbul HURRIVET in Turkish 
29 Dec 94 p 20 


[Report by Muharrem Sarikaya: “First Official Contact 
With Iraq”) 


{ Text] Ankara—The Turkish Grand National Assembly 
passed the government bill on the extension of the 
Hammer Force mandate yesterday. Meanwhile, the gov- 
ernment conveyed a message to the Baghdad adminis- 
tration informing it that Ankara 1s prepared to receive a 
delegation from Iraq headed by an under secretary 
Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin sand: “They have asked 
for talks for a long treme. We have responded to thei 
request. The matter 1s not very important. The question 
of the onl pipeline between the two countries will be 
discussed.” 
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According to Foreign Ministry circles, for a long time the 
Baghdad administration had asked Turkey alt every 
opportunity to agree to an official visit. However, con- 
sidering the UN embargo on Iraq. Ankara has rejected 
the request so far. 


The Oil in the Pipeline Will Be Withdrawn 


The Foreign Ministry officials have said that the main 
topic at the talks with the visiting delegation, which wall 
be headed by an under secretary. will be the pipeline. 
They recalled that Pome Minister Tansu Ciller con- 
vinced the U.S. Administration when she visited the 
United States of the need to withdraw the oi! in the 
pipeline between Karkuk and Yumurtalik and said: 
“The only problem on the matter 1s the question of 
sharing the oil that will be withdrawn from the pipeline 
The UN officials have proposed that the sides concerned 
each receive one-third of the oi! in the pipeline. How- 
ever, we have proposed that Turkey receive 50 percent of 
that oil. We shall discuss the matter with the Baghdad 
administration. Iraq maintains an approach in Turkey's 
favor. We are trying to convince the UN officials to 
agree. The United States 1s involved im the matter. 
Meanwhile. the UN secretary general's decision has to be 
considered. If he agrees, then Turkey will receive 50 
percent of the oil in the pipeline.” 


The officials also said that the developments in northern 
Iraq will be discussed with the visiting delegation. They 
asserted: “We have said at every opportunity that Iraq 
must not be divided. We shall outline our views on the 
developments in northern Iraq and the need for Bagh- 
dad's comphance with the UN resolutions.” 
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Transportation Minister Leaves for Kazakhstan 


140401082494 Ankara Turkive Radvolari Network in 
Turkish 2100 GMT 3 Jan 94 


[Text] Transportation Minister Mehmet Kostepen left 
for Kazakhstan today on an official visit. In a predepar- 
ture statement at Ankara’s Esenboga Airport. Kostepen 
said his visit to Kazakhstan will be extremely useful in 
rarsing the level of bilateral relations. 


The two countnes will exchange permits governing pas- 
senger and cargo transportation between Turkey and 
Kazakhstan. Kostepen explained. He expressed the 
belief that during his visit. concrete moves will be 
undertaken toward the establishment of a joint raslroad 
car factory mm Kazakhstan. in line with a previous agree- 
ment. Kostepen noted that Kazakhstan's request to 
purchase ratlroad cars, as well as shops for mternal sea 
and river transportation. from Turkey will also be dis- 
cussed during his visit. He added that the question of 
nonstop television broadcasts will also be raised. The 
transportation minister's visit to Kazakhstan woll last 
threc days 


Inflation Rate for 1993 Registered at 71.1 Percent 


110401120994 Ankara TRI Television Network in 
Turkish 1100 GMT 4 Jan 94 


{[Announcer-read report over still of Turkish map with 
Statistical figures] 


[Text] The mflatvon rate mm 1993 was 711 percent 
During December. prices imecreased by 3.6 percent 
According to a statement rssucd by the State Statrestics 
Institute, the consumer price index mecreased by 71.1 
percent and the wholesale price index by 60.3 percent in 
the past vear. In December, consumer prices rose by 3.6 
percent, while wholesale prices regsstered an increase of 
2.9 percent 
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